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In Conversation with Our New Head
Tom Draper and Hisham Jouhary (U6N)

It has been a busy first month for
Simon Marshall. Taking over as Head
Teacher at an established school is
always a challenge but it is one that
he fully relishes and has enjoyed
so far. He has fully thrown himself
into School life: cheering on the
rugby team at the weekends (like
his predecessor, although perhaps
slightly less vocally); enjoying the
House drama competition and taking
to the stage for his first assemblies.
Mr Marshall views Bancroft’s as a
wonderful establishment, but an
establishment he believes can be
taken to the next level.

How has he found the transition between
The English College in Prague and Bancroft ’s
so far?
His first remark was that everyone had been
extremely friendly and welcoming to him on
his arrival at Bancroft ’s. The food here is also
considerably better than what he was served
in Prague, given that there were seemingly
no vegetables in the entirety of the Czech
Republic. It has been quite a shock to see
so many people in uniform; it may come as

happy news to the scruffier pupils that he has
not yet entirely adjusted to telling people to
tuck their shirts in or do their top buttons up.
What has he enjoyed about Bancroft ’s so far?
Something that has considerably impressed
him is the work ethic of the students and
the friendly competition and enthusiasm
that is brought to each activity. Reverend
Moore’s chapel services have also proved
a particular highlight for him, having not
previously set foot in a chapel for close to
24 years. Our chapel services for him typify
the Bancroft ’s ideal: catering for everyone,
no matter what faith. The multicultural
nature of the school is one of the reasons
that he wanted to become the Head here.
He believes that the way in which all cultures
and faiths are accepted and work together at
Bancroft ’s allows us to achieve the excellence
for which our School is known. His belief is
that “knowledge brings people together and
ignorance drives them apart” and he sees the
Bancroft ’s environment as “an example of
how diversity can work.”

for all students to discover passions and talents
they may not have previously known, whilst
enabling them to socialise, to develop their
abilities and to stretch their limits. He thinks
that the scientific and mathematic slant at
Bancroft’s can be harnessed to develop and
improve the performance of athletes through
the increasing impact of science on sport, as
has been utilised by Team GB coaches. Like
many people, he is very interested in the
concept of marginal gains, as popularised by
British Cycling.
We thoroughly enjoyed our chat with
Mr Marshall and are thrilled that he has
embraced the School, whilst it has embraced
him. The plans that he laid out to raise the
profile of Bancroft’s and try to get even more
pupils into Oxbridge and American universities
are ambitious and will require a fair deal of
work, but, with him at the helm, we believe
that they are eminently achievable.

Quick Fire Questions:
Book of ﬁlm? Book

Bancroft ’s has quite a reputation as a science
and maths school, what are his views on this?

Home cooked or Michelin star? Are you
suggesting there is a difference?

Mr Marshall feels that the maths and
science departments at Bancroft’s have set
a particularly strong precedent, in terms of
popularity, for the other subjects to aspire to.
He sees no reason why arts based subjects
should not be competing with the science ones
to become equally popular. He is also struck by
the number of areas (and not just in academic
subjects) in which Bancroftians excel.

Ideal place to live? London with a
mountain range and the Thames leading
to a great beach.

Sport?
Mr Marshall is a very keen cyclist and runner
and wants to raise the profile of Bancroft’s
athletes and have them competing at higher
levels. The feats of our hockey team have
impressed him and he wants all of our teams
to emulate this success and compete at the
highest level; but he is also keen on broad
participation. “Sport offers great opportunities”
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Clinton or Trump? It would be great to see
the first female President of the USA.
Favourite cuisine? Anything with fresh fish
and quality vegetables.
Would you rather be interviewed or conduct
an interview? Conduct an interview.
Any pets that you’ve brought with you to
the house? Not knowingly.
What would you do if you weren’t a
teacher? Gardening.
Pet peeves? Cruelty and unkindness, but
also faulty electrical gadgets.
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Public Examinations
We are delighted to report that,
this summer, twenty one of our U6
pupils achieved a fantastic three or
more A* Grades, which represents
a fifth of the year group. Our top
performer was Peter Andreev
with an impressive tally of six A*
(Russian, Physics, Chemistry, Maths,
Further Maths and Additional
Further Maths) and an A. Peter
also achieved the top grade in his
STEP papers (Cambridge entrance
papers). He is now reading Maths
at Trinity College Cambridge.

In total ten Bancroft’s pupils had
their places at either Oxford or
Cambridge confirmed.
90% of all A Level exams taken by Bancroft ’s
pupils were graded A*, A or B, and 66.8%
A* or A. 31.4% of all exams sat achieved the
top grade of A*, significantly higher than the
national average which has been around 8%
over the past years.
Nasr Islam, whose results guaranteed a place
to read Geography at Hertford College, Oxford,
described the waiting period between sitting
exams and getting the results as “the most
stressful time of my life” adding “once I got
the results it was very rewarding.” Another
Oxbridge success, Lucy Ruben (Music at
Christ’s College, Cambridge) said that her four
A*s were “a surprise, I just didn’t expect it. All
that worrying was for nothing!”
Outgoing Head, Mary Ireland, said, “I am
delighted that so many students have got
such positive results allowing them to follow
their chosen courses. These results are really
encouraging and reflect the continuing hard
work put in by our teachers as well as the
pupils themselves.”
Following these superb A Level results was an
equally fantastic set of GCSE numbers. 59%
of all GCSE examinations taken received

the top grade of A*, with twenty one pupils
receiving a straight run of A*s. 90% of exams
received either an A* or A grade and 99%
were graded A*, A or B.
Most of our students exceeded their
expectations at GCSE. They worked
extremely hard whilst also contributing to
School life through their involvement in
sports, drama, music, DofE and the CCF.
Head, Simon Marshall, commented, “This is
a tremendous set of results from a hardworking year-group and provides an excellent
platform for their Sixth Form studies.”

Essay Competition Successes
Congratulations to two Bancroftians who have both
been placed second in leading essay prizes.
Ben Norris obtained second place in the Kelvin Science Essay
Competition with a discussion entitled “There is no such thing as
electron deficient compounds, only theory deficient chemists.” He
attended the prize giving at Peterhouse College, Cambridge in July.
Ben was also awarded a Roentgenium certificate in the Cambridge
Chemistry Challenge for L6 pupils, this puts him in the top 55 scores
from over 7200 entries (in the top 0.76%!) and it is Bancroft ’s first

certificate at this level. Ben was invited to a special residential
chemistry camp at St Catherine’s College, Cambridge.
Shaina Sangha was placed second in the Orwell Youth Prize. Inspired
by The Orwell Prize for Journalism, Britain’s most prestigious prize
for political writing, the Orwell Youth Prize is now in its second year
and aims to support and inspire a new generation of politically
engaged young writers. For the prize, Shania had to submit a piece
of writing on the theme of “If Liberty means anything at all it means
the right to tell people what they do not want to hear” (George
Orwell). In her essay she discussed the stigmatisation of victims
of sexual assault. Shaina was invited to the Orwell Youth Prize
Celebration Day at Pembroke College, Oxford.
In addition, Lily Eagland’s entry into the Vellacott History Essay
Competition was commended by the judges at Peterhouse College,
Cambridge. Lily’s essay “Why was child labour a problem for 19th
century societies?” was included in the final shortlist.
These are all considerable achievements given the high level of
competition for such prizes. Such essay competitions give pupils the
opportunity to write about a subject in which they are personally
interested, developing and experiencing the study skills which they
will need for A Level and University.
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QMU Maths
Enrichment Day
Lauren Walker (5E)

On Thursday 7 July, ten U4ths and Mr Tse went on a trip
to Queen Mary University of London, a day organised
by their Mathematics Department.
After some brain teasers and an introduction to the opportunities of
maths after A Level, we attended two lectures. The first discussed Game
Theory: “the study of mathematical models of conflict and cooperation
between intelligent rational decision-makers”, and its appliance to the
real world, for example, the current MAD status of nuclear warfare. We
also discussed the mathematics behind how the best decision for an
individual can differ from the best decision for the group.
After lunch, we attended a second lecture on ‘flexograms’ – an aspect
of shape mathematics that we were assured was highly unlikely
ever to be relevant, and involved a large amount of folding paper to
notice patterns. The day finished with a tour of the campus by an Old
Bancroftian currently studying mathematics at the university, and we
attended a Q&A with university mathematics students and professors
before heading home. The day was interesting and engaging, and we
enjoyed learning about different aspects of maths. Thank you to Mr
Tse for organising such a thought-provoking trip!

UKMT Summer
School
Soumya Krishna Kumar (5E)

This summer I was invited to attend a Maths
Summer School, run by UKMT, at Woodhouse
Grove School, Leeds. At first I was very nervous,
because I didn’t know anyone else going, but when
I arrived, I realised that all forty of us were in the
same position.
After being sorted into teams (named after famous
mathematicians) we began with some icebreakers and over the
course of the week we all got to know one another pretty quickly!
We had three lectures a day from some of the best professors
in the UK. These were on a variety of subjects, such as Number
Theory, Conic Sections, Combinatorics and Invariance. Many of
us came out of lectures slightly dazed; some topics covered were
extremely difficult to grasp and past degree level. However, on
the whole, the lectures were very interesting, starting at a basic
level and working upwards, with question sheets ranging from
easy to nearly impossible. They provided much food for thought;
most of the concepts and ideas were interlinked in some way.
On a daily basis we also had individual and team competitions,
as well as various puzzles and riddles to work on, in the unlikely
event that we ran out of things to do.
We worked hard during the day, but were treated in the evenings.
One particularly memorable night was spent bowling; another
was a talent competition where it was proved that everyone
there could certainly do a lot more than just maths! On the
last day, we ended with a huge pub quiz, testing our general
knowledge for the final contribution to the team competition.
Despite our team coming a respectable second-to-last in the
bowling and quiz, it was a fantastic week, and, after exchanging
promises to keep in touch and meet up, we all headed home with
plenty to think about.

Science Summer School
Charlotte Leung (U6S)

On 26-27 July, a group of Sixth
Form scientists and Mr Choy were
treated to the fifth annual Science
Summer School, hosted by St Paul’s
Way Trust School in East London,
and Professor Brian Cox.
We were a few weeks into our summer
holidays, so most of us had let our brains
cool off; however, we were looking forward
to TED style talks from eminent scientists,
engineers, and entrepreneurs, as well as
interactive workshops.

On the first day we enjoyed an
introduction from Brian Cox about
the search for life in the Solar System,
including the emerging field of
astrobiology. Dr Turi King entertained us
with her experience of using DNA analysis
to identify Richard III’s remains, and how
Dr Steven Le Comber used geographic
profiling to identify sources of infectious
disease, as well as suggest the identity of
Banksy. Each talk was followed by a Q&A
session, in which Brian Cox answered my
question regarding what actions we would
take if we found life beyond our planet –
basically don’t contaminate and destroy
any life we may find.

We returned on the second day with high
hopes that were dashed by early morning
exercise to get our heart rates going.
Among our group, the hopeful medics
were fascinated by (somewhat gory) video
footage of surgery and we learned about
innovative medical technology. We heard
about powerful lasers, solar wind, species
of flies, and the challenges and triumphs
of a start-up company.
Each day was interspersed with
informative hands-on workshops, such
as organ dissection, turning pennies into
‘gold’ coins, and robotics.
Overall, it was an exciting celebration of
science, and an opportunity for young
students to meet inspiring figures and
to think about taking STEM (science,
technology, engineering, mathematics)
subjects further. An added bonus
was taking home souvenirs from the
workshops and getting a photo with
Brian Cox!
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New Scientist Live
Kiran Bhangu (L6E)

On Saturday 24 September, twenty five Sixth Form
students ventured to the Excel Centre, with hopes of
a day that not only they would enjoy, but one that
would inspire them to progress their love for science
further.
Upon walking into the Centre I was blown away by the explosion of
sounds and aspiring scientists. Before the first lecture, my friends
and I wandered round to get a feel of the different stands, varying
from a dawn chorus of robots rotating harmoniously above us to
learning how to make your own cave art, using the same techniques
our ancestors are thought to have pioneered. With over fifty stalls
present, we were spoilt for choice.
My favourite stall was one on virtual reality. It was designed to give
people a perspective of a totally different kind of world. The question
laid upon me was; ‘whether virtual reality was really like being there?’
After placing on the oversized googles, all the buzz and the light of the
exhibition disappeared and a collection of what seemed like differently
coloured lines came fading in. After a few seconds, the blurs began
to form an image and it began to feel like I was falling off the side of
skyscraper. As I turned my head I was encountered with a 360 degree
view of this ‘new world’, whichever direction my head turned, my ‘new
world’ would also do so. This piece of technology fascinated me and it
shocked me that this was the way forward for watching television, soon
we will simply have to slip on a pair of glasses to watch.

We then proceeded to the Brain and Body Theatre
ready to hear about an extremely heated topic in the media:
dementia and why we shouldn’t fear it. The talk from June Andrews
(a professor of dementia studies) captivated me with facts that
had been perceived to be linked with such a common disorder and
yet could not be more scientifically wrong. Vathana Gopinath (L6)
stated, “I really enjoyed the stand which talked about Alzheimer’s
and showed a virtual reality of what it would be like to have
Alzheimer’s through an oculus rift.”
Throughout the day of lectures I was fed many questions and the
one that puzzled me the most was, “If there were five hostages
about to get run over by a train and you were standing on the bridge
above them with a large person big enough to stop the train, would
you throw him in front of the train or leave the five to die?” and I
was fascinated to discover how a small pill could change someone’s
answer to such a morally based question. My friends and I took on
one last stand to finish the day: The Pestaurant. After much shying
away, I ended up bringing myself to eat a beetle and silk worm (not
my highlight of the trip).
By the end of the day, I realised the theme of this whole
exhibition: the Future. What life could be and would be with the
advancement of science and technology. As an A Level student, I
am constantly driving myself to consider concepts and theories,
however, I have never looked further then the ideas presented to
me in the textbooks. I often get trapped in the comfort zone of
studying what has already been discovered instead of what can
be uncovered, but this trip opened my eyes. I learnt the future
of science and came away with a great respect of the inspiring
intellectuals who advance our world through science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.

Physics Work Experience Week at QMUL
Soumya Krishna Kumar (5E)

Earlier this year, I was lucky enough
to get a place on the Physics
Work Experience Week at Queen
Mary’s University, from the 25-29
July. During the week, we were
“honorary undergraduates” and
were given a research project to
tackle and about which to produce
a poster.
After being given our logins to the laboratory
computers, and a memory stick on which to
record our findings, we were briefed on each
of the five experiments and were allowed
to choose one on which to spend our week
working. The experiment I chose was on
Newton’s Rings, a phenomenon discovered in
1717, caused by constructive and destructive
interference between two surfaces- one
curved and one a flat plane. Throughout the
week, in small groups we investigated and

carried out an experiment on the rings, aided
by some third-year physics students at the
university. The concepts were initially very
difficult to grasp and the experiment difficult
to follow, but with the guidance of the older
students we were able to understand the
concepts behind what we were doing. On
the penultimate day, we had to ensure our
results were as accurate as possible using
complicated error of propagation formulas,
which eventually ended with all of us
extremely confused and a physics professor
having to be called to explain them to us.
The final day was spent producing an A2
poster based on our investigation, which was
laminated and displayed in the university
that evening for some guests.
Throughout the week, we also had a few
activity sessions, based upon applications of
physics. One of these involved us “Building
the Universe from Lego” in which small Lego
blocks were used as quarks and, using the
right combinations, we had to build atoms
and eventually elements. Another involved

discovering the physics behind many things
we take for granted, such as rollercoasters, or
even snapchat filters. We also received a talk
from one of the university’s outreach team
about where physics can take us in terms of
university courses and careers. On the whole,
this was an excellent week, and a great
opportunity to meet fellow physicists and
work on challenging projects together.
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Emil and The Detectives,
Lower School Production
Almost forty pupils from Thirds,
Removes and Lower Fourths took
part in the Lower School production
of Emil and the Detectives which
had been adapted by Carl Miller
from Erich Kästner’s classic
children’s novel.
The play had originally been performed
at the National Theatre, but, devoid of its
fantastic resources, staging capabilities
and even more fantastic budget, directors
Helen Gartland and Karen Rogers
opted for a very simple staging which
allowed the strength of the children’s
acting capabilities to tell the story, as
the audience was taken from Neustadt
by train to various locations in Berlin:
stations, streets, a restaurant, a hotel, the
bank and even the city’s sewers
Young Emil, played with considerable
aplomb by Kyril Bozenko-Yeremoenko, sets
off from his sleepy Neustadt home for the
excitement of Berlin. His mother Ida, Emilia
Hitching in a well observed and mature

performance, tells him to be careful of the
money she has worked hard to save for
his grandmother. On the train to Berlin,
Emil meets the mysterious and sinister Mr
Snow (confidently played by Luis Black) who
relieves Emil of the money! Berlin, proves
to be an inhospitable and frightening place
for Emil, but he joins with his cousin Pony
the Hat (Georgia Moncur) and the local
children led by Toots (an irrepressible Ben
Hughes) who turn detective in order to
retrieve the stolen cash.
The large cast threw themselves into the
action and the play was well received by
audiences. Deputy Head, Marwan MIkdadi
said, “A magnificent ensemble cast, well
directed and keeping the audience enthralled
at all times. Whilst the play was very
entertaining it had a very profound message
within it; that one should never dismiss
young people and their ideas. Well done to
all involved, it was clear that many hours
were expended to ensure the production was
so professional”.

House Drama
Will Curness (U6E)

Cultural inter-house competitions are
one of the best things you can get
involved in within School. Your house
is something special and unique, as
you are bound together with pupils
from all age ranges. House Drama
for me, was a chance to get to know
the younger students in the School,
bridging the age gap and giving me
a chance to talk to people I wouldn’t
usually converse with. Running a
house play provides leadership and
responsibility, as you have to coordinate your peers and teachers,
organise rehearsals as well as design
costumes and props.
This year Nivethan Balakulendran and
I decided to take on the challenge of
recreating The Complete Works of William

Shakespeare. This is the biggest challenge
I have had at School as we looked to
condense Shakespeare’s works into a twenty
five minute play. A comedic approach was
taken to the plays as we wanted to please
both the students and judges. This made
rehearsals incredibly enjoyable as we had
many laughs transforming traditional plays
into ridiculous scenes full of gags and puns.
With solid, well-known storylines underlying
our play, we were able to distract from the
traditional presentation of Shakespeare’s
works to really draw out the comedic values
that we possess within East House.
A personal favourite of mine was seeing
senior pupil Rhys Phillips, pull on a dress
and whole-heartedly take on the role of
Juliet in our version of Romeo and Juliet,
which was undoubtedly the highlight of our
East House production. Together with Tom
Dean, the pair showed extraordinary talent
and every rehearsal that I ran with them
was a sheer pleasure.
I highly recommend running House Drama,
as it is one of the most competitive inter-

house competitions, with all houses
putting in endless effort and work for the
entertainment of the School. Although it is
an enormous commitment which takes a
lot of work and priority over your free time,
the end production proves worth it. House
competitions are something that you will
not experience outside of School and it is
likely that if you don’t take the opportunity
when it arises, then you will never come
across anything like it again.
The House Drama Finals were performed
on Saturday 8 October night to great
acclaim. Each House put on a fantastic
show. Congratulations to all involved. The
winners, as judged by OB Katherine Stevens,
were as follows: Best Newcomer to Josie
Grimsell (School); Rhys Phillips (East) Best
Supporting Actor (Male); Gauri Godbole
(West) Best Supporting Actor (Female);
Louis Japaul (North) Best Actor (Male);
Emilia Hitching (West) Best Actor (Female).
West House won Best Design. North House
won the awards for both best Ensemble and
Best Production for Nativitiee, written by
Tom Draper and directed by Tom, Jess Avery,
Saaras Kapur and Umayair Ullah.
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Musical Notes
Mrs Caroline Foinette, Director of Music

The summer term was a busy time for Bancroft’s
musicians and, as we said a temporary ‘goodbye’
to the 5th and U6th pupils as they prepared for
examinations, the younger pupils stepped up to the
mark. There were many fine performances in the
Junior Chamber concert in early June and it was
exciting to see and hear the talent that is moving up
through the school. We have a very strong musical
future ahead of us!
On 16 June we were lucky enough to secure the talents of Rachel
Roberts, one of the country’s finest viola players in the form of a
String Masterclass. More details from Matteo Mariano below.
This was Mr Roger Bluff ’s final term as Director of Music after
twenty three years of service to Bancroft ’s. It was almost
impossible to rehearse our final farewell to Mr Bluff without him
popping his head round the door and took some meticulous,
secret planning to rehearse in short bursts whilst he was playing
the organ in chapel on a Thursday morning!
Needless to say, the Summer Concert was a fitting farewell to
Mr Bluff. Huge numbers of pupils took part in bands, choirs and
orchestras – representing a whole range of musical styles. Mr
Bluff chose two Verdi opera choruses for the Bancroft ’s Singers,
including the Anvil Chorus which featured Mrs Mary Ireland on
anvils – a real surprise for the audience! Just before the interval,
the audience were treated to a solo performance on the garden
saw by Mr Bluff, proving there really is no end to his talents!
Our final goodbye came in the form of So Long, Farewell from
The Sound of Music, with some dubiously adapted lyrics. It was
emotional!
The new academic year got off to a fabulous start in September
with an afternoon of jazz, funk and soul in the Great Hall.
Organised by Debbie Mittell, director of the Bancroft Swingers; it
was a wonderful afternoon that saw us raise £1100 for ELHAP.
This term looks set to be a musically exciting one and we are
looking forward to a number of events including the Scholars’ and
Award Holders’ Concert, a Fundraiser for the Arts Evening, the
Second Orchestra Christmas Concert and, the crowning glory to
the end of term, the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols.

WMSO Young
Musicians’
Competition
Congratulations to Music Scholar Rebecca Leung
(U6E) who won the Windsor and Maidenhead Young
Musicians’ competition on October 9.
The WMSO Young Musicians’ Competition takes place every
October; it is open to young musicians resident in the UK who
have reached Grade 8 standard or higher and are aged 19 years
and attracts competitors of a high musical standard. Competitors
are required to perform a twelve minute programme consisting of
one work or two short works before a panel of three adjudicators.
AS this year’s winner, Rebecca will play a piano concerto with the
Windsor and Maidenhead Symphony Orchestra in 2017.

String Masterclass
Matteo Mariano (5S)

In June, Rachel
Roberts, the
renowned viola
player, came to
Bancroft’s to give a
string masterclass.
She worked with
four of us on
technique and the interpretation of a piece, one that
we had chosen to play for her.
She spent around thirty minutes with each one of us trying to better
our playing by suggesting different bowing techniques. She also
opened our minds to new musical ideas that significantly affected
the musical outcome of the piece. Rachel demonstrated passages of
the music for us with reference to technique and phrasing and then
asked us to try and copy her. She also encouraged us to add our own
interpretation and style.
We learnt a lot
with regards to our
individual playing but
also by watching the
other performances.
It was an exciting
opportunity and a
useful experience
that has helped us to
better our playing. All
in all, it was an evening well spent and was helpful in countless ways
towards our playing and in looking at our pieces in a different light.
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What Have The Romans Ever Done For Us?
Adam Agbamu (U4W)

During the lunch break on the 25 May, four groups
gathered in the Lecture Theatre in preparation for the
long-awaited L4th Classics Debate. The previous weeks
had seen groups composing presentations in response
to the question ‘What have the Romans ever done for
us?’ Within each of the four classics classes, groups
went head-to-head to debate it out for a place in the
final. The winning group from each class went through
to the final which was held in the Lecture Theatre and
watched by our friends and teachers.
The responses to the topic were very varied. From architecture
to literature, from roads to language, each group presented their
own opinions on what they saw to be the greatest Roman legacy.
Adjudicated by Mr Smethurst, each group gave a presentation of
around five minutes through Powerpoints and speeches. All of the
presentations were immensely entertaining and convincing. However,
in the end Miss Wainwright’s group (Ozzy, Richard, Jacob, Reece and

I) – debating about language and literature – came out as the victors
in a very tight contest.
It was a highly educational and thoroughly enjoyable event, a friendly,
light-hearted competition, and I am sure everyone had a great time. I
would like to thank the classics teachers for co-ordinating the event,
as well as Mr Smethurst for his impartial judgement.

L4 Roman Day 2016 Classics Soc – From
a First Timer!
Mr Antony Smethurst

On September 29, Legion XIIII made their second visit
to Bancroft’s, giving a presentation to the L4 and a
group of visitors from the Drapers’ Academy.
The pupils were given an insight into various aspects of Roman life
and handled a variety of artefacts. The morning session included
a wide range of subject matter - pupils had the opportunity to try
on Celtic helmets, gladiator costumes, and several members of
the year group were sold at a slave market. In the afternoon, the
pupils received army training, learning to march and follow Latin
commands. The
pupils were given
the opportunity to
handle a variety of
weapons, and the
day came to a close
with a Q&A session,
during which the
L4th displayed their
enthusiasm for all
things Roman.
A very enjoyable day
was had by all!

Ben Harris (L6E)

I have never been to Classical Society before, indeed I
haven’t ever studied classics as a subject, but I decided
to go along and listen to a talk by Laurie Buthfer
entitled “Aristotle: the first vet?” I wanted to go and
support Laurie, but also to find out a bit more about
the classical world.
I found the talk interesting and engaging and it put some context on
names such as Aristotle and Hippocrates, of whom I had heard but
didn’t really know much about. Laurie’s passion for both veterinary
science and his classical studies was clear throughout the whole talk.
He discussed the history of veterinary medicine in the classical world
and came to the conclusion that, contrary to popular belief, Aristotle
really could not have been the first vet but should be called “the father
of veterinary medicine”. I would recommend a visit to Classical Society,
even if you have never had a classics lesson as you will find something
to interest you.
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“From The Sublime
To The Ridiculous”
– Classical
Inventions
William Layzell-Smith (U6N)

On the 3 October I gave a presentation on Ancient
Greek and Roman Inventions; this was very wide
ranging, hence the title “from the sublime to the
ridiculous”. I felt that it would be of interest to write
about some of the more peculiar inventions.
The first invention which I considered was the Ancient Greek
alarm clock. This was about as far as it is possible to be from a
modern alarm clock, but the function remains little changed. The
main developer of the alarm clock was the engineer Ctesibius.
Although a little known engineer, compared to his contemporary
Archimedes of Syracuse, for example, I believe his contribution
was one of the most important to the development of technology
throughout the Ancient Greek world. He fitted a complex set of
alarms to his existing water clock, with a dial and pointer which
caused many different effects including a pebble falling onto a
gong and compressed air to be passed through a reed. This would
have sounded much like a water organ which was later developed
by Heron of Alexandria, another engineer whose contribution was
important for the development of engineering, technology and
mathematics. People in the modern world should be thankful for
the relative serenity when the tones of the radio come on in the
morning compared to the sudden noise of Ctesibius’ invention
(obviously without the much-loved “snooze” button).
Among Heron of Alexandria’s (circa 10-70 CE) inventions were
the aeolipile, a steam powered engine and a wind-wheel which
is thought to be one of the first uses of wind-harnessing on
land. But my focus lies on a significant, yet smaller invention: the
vending machine. It was a simple machine fundamentally, but
its usefulness can be easily forgotten. The machine featured a
lever so that when a coin fell into a pan a valve was opened which
dispensed holy water. Meanwhile the pan continued to fall and,
once the coin fell out, a counterweight system made the pan rise
up again. This labour saving device embraced what I understand
of engineering principles: the use of known physics’ ideas and
their application to problem solving, which Heron did very
successfully. The image shows Heron’s wind organ.
I find it
interesting
to think how
engineering
has changed
so little, the
fundamental
belief
remaining
the same and
Ancient Greek
engineering
principles
continuing to
influence our
present day
understanding
of the subject.

History Trip To
Dover Castle 2016
Lucy Joyce (RN) and Maha Dannawi (RS)

On Monday 4 July the Thirds visited Dover Castle in
Kent. Dover has always been historically important,
as the Romans first had a fort there; when the
Romans left Britain the Saxons took their opportunity
to invade a defenceless realm and stamp their
authority on the country and at Dover they built a
church next to the Roman lighthouse.
When William the Conqueror invaded in 1066, the first thing he did
was to gain control of Dover Castle as, if it stayed in Saxon hands, it
could cut off his escape route back to Normandy. Dover was a key
location for invasions as it is such a short distance from France - only
23 miles away! A century later, Henry II had the keep reinforced
to demonstrate his wealth and power to the French king. In the
13th century, Henry III had underground tunnels constructed for
extra defence, so over time Dover became a formidable defensive
structure. My favourite part of the day was when we saw the King’s
bed in the keep and it was tiny! I thought at first it was because the
King was short but later on I found out that the King slept upright
because otherwise the devil could enter his mouth while he snored!
Dover also played a pivotal role in World War II as Operation Dynamo
was masterminded in its underground tunnels. These also functioned
as a hospital during the War and being in the tunnels made me
imagine what it would have been like to experience the trauma of
war. I particularly enjoyed seeing the surgery room and learning
about how doctors operated before the development of modern
science and medicine. Many amputations were carried out, even
when the lights had failed!
The trip will stay in my memory because of the view from the very top
of the keep. I had so much fun looking out over the coast of England
and seeing France on the horizon. I also enjoyed hearing about the
types of weapons they used at the top of the tower, such as pouring
boiling oil over anyone who might attack. The trip was so much fun
and our teacher, Miss Wainwright, was an awesome tour guide!
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Iceland – 2016
Laeticia Junato (L6W) and Emily Lord (L6E)

Last summer a group of us went
on an incredible geography trip to
Iceland. Iceland was nothing like
anything we had ever seen before;
it was a stark contrast to London.
The sparsely populated and
barren landscape seemed a closer
resemblance to Mars! However,
during our stay we were able to
visit incredibly beautiful features
that had formed on this volcanic
island. Not only did we have the
luxury of visiting one of the most
renowned tourist attractions in the
world – the Blue Lagoon – but we
were also able to visit some of the
less known but equally stunning
Icelandic treasures, such as the
Gullfoss waterfall, which is over
100 feet tall.
One of the many highlights of the trip was
hiking across the glacier Sólheimajökulla,
which was the most unbelievable
experience! On arrival we received ice axes

and crampons to stop us from slipping
over. In small groups we proceeded to trek
over ice, hundreds of metres deep, which
had been there since the Ice Age. The
remarkable beauty and sheer size of the
glacier amazed everyone. We were also able
to hike up to the crater of Eldfell volcano
and visit famous geysers, an opportunity
most of us had never experienced before.
During our trip we stayed a couple of hours
south of Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital. This
allowed us to be in close proximity to many
of Iceland’s stunning natural attractions. We
stayed in a hostel catered by friendly locals,
who one day even caught fresh fish for that
evening’s dinner (delicious!). At the hostel
there was a common room where we spent
our evenings playing games and chatting.
One night the teachers hosted a quiz with
prizes; although unfortunately it featured
some forfeits too...

Poetry By Heart
Competition
Jaya Rana (5N)

This year, I competed in the Poetry By Heart Competition,
a national competition open to 14-18 year old students
involving the learning and recital of two poems to an audience
and a panel of judges. We were asked to select two poems
from the Poetry by Heart website, which had a selection of
over 600 poems! This decision proved a challenge; when
faced with such an abundance of incredible literature it was
tremendously diﬃcult to narrow it down to just two poems. I
chose to perform The Witch by Mary Elizabeth Coleridge and
The Fish by Elizabeth Bishop.
The competition began with the school round in which one student from each
school was picked to go to the County Finals. After that stage one county
winner proceeds to a final at Homerton College, Cambridge. There were
dozens of fantastic recitals at the County Final, and such a diverse range of
poetry. My favourite was a particularly poignant rendition of The Chimney
Sweeper by William Blake. The competition centres around the outward
manifestation of a personally enjoyed poem through the sole use of voice
as opposed to the use of other theatrical technique, something which was
completely new to me as I’m used to doing theatrical productions.
Unfortunately, I didn’t win the County Finals. However, I do feel it was an
extremely worthwhile experience, as it developed my understanding of
poetry and I believe that I appreciate poetry more after being exposed to
so much of it. I think that memorising and reciting a poem gives you an
attachment to it on a deeper level; every time I recited The Witch I discovered
a profounder subtext and a broader understanding of it. I would definitely
recommend any aspiring poets to seize this opportunity in the future.

We thoroughly enjoyed our amazing
experience in Iceland. Not only did it give
us a broader knowledge of the geography
in the world around us but it expanded
our friendships and gave us an invaluable
opportunity to explore one of the most
stunning places on Earth

Commentator of
The Future?
Congratulations to Luis Black
(U4E) who was shortlisted
in the BBC Radio 5 Live
inaugural Young Sports
Commentator of the Year
Competition. The radio
station launched the contest
in April to encourage new
talent and to help find new
commentators of the future. It drew
entries from all over the UK, with a shortlist
of eighteen from all over the country.
The youngsters, all aged 11-15, were required to
demonstrate their skills by watching a sports video clip
from a given selection and recording themselves in action.
Luis chose to commentate on a clip from an Arsenal
match! The commentaries from all shortlisted entries
were played on BBC Radio 5 Live. The judges included
senior BBC football correspondent John Murray, sports
commentator Jacqui Oatley, athletics broadcaster Darren
Campbell and sports broadcaster Sonja McLaughlan.
Praising the strength of the overall field, John Murray
said, “The standard of entries was outstanding, and it
was a tough job whittling it down to this final eighteen.
We were hugely impressed by the knowledge, energy
and enthusiasm that came through. We are sure we have
found some voices which we’ll be hearing a lot more of in
years to come”.
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Thirds’ Visit To Bankside
On Wednesday 15 June, the whole
of the Thirds had a cultural day out
at the Globe Theatre and the Tate
Modern. Our experience was greatly
improved by the fact that it was, for
once, a warm summer day, which
certainly brightened the mood in
the open-roofed theatre.

From here, we headed over to the Tate
Modern for a treasure hunt, which
encouraged us to look at some of the
country’s weirdest art. Some of the stranger
things we saw included 3D paintings, a
leaning tower of stereos, and a sculpture of
a urinal! Needless to say, this trip was a real
eye-opener and a fantastic way to spend a
sunny London day.

We began with a brief history of the Globe,
where we learnt about how the site on the
river is not the original site, as the previous
building had burnt down. Fortunately, we
were able to watch some of the actors for
A Midsummer Night’s Dream warming up,
this was the play we focussed on during our
workshop. During this, we played some fun
drama games and heard about how theatre
in Shakespeare’s time was a sexist place as
women were not allowed to act.

Cultural
Enrichment
Mr Paul Caira

The new Cultural Enrichment
Programme was launched on 19
September, when Mr Channer
gave a magnificent assembly
to the whole School, in which
he outlined the causes and
consequences of the Renaissance,
this term’s cultural theme.
Pupils are pursuing a Treasure Hunt
around School to identify major
characters from the Renaissance, and
are being introduced in lessons to five
‘Cultural Icons’: Leonardo Da Vinci, The
Ambassadors by Holbein, The Duomo in
Florence, Scaramella by Josquin Des Pres,
and Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare. A
series of talks was begun on October 10 by
Miss Stewart in the Classics department,
entitled How the West was lost: The
decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

Thirds’ Inter Class Spelling Bee
Dylan Ferguson (RE)

On the 23 June, three pupils in
each English class were chosen
for the most daunting, terrifying,
nerve-wracking ordeal that the
world has ever known or dreamt
of: the Thirds’ Inter- Class Spelling
Bee (*insert dramatic noise*).

There were five teams: BOYZKANSPEL, For
Whom the Spell Tolls, Spellbound, The M
and Ms and The CBees. The first round was
devised to test our ability to guess how to
spell a word we were not familiar with. Each
person was given a word and had to spell it.
The BOYZKANSPEL came in first, but all was
not lost for the other teams.

The second round was much harder: an
all-out test of agility. Sadly, Spellbound
only had five points and were out of the
running. The remaining teams had to
spell as many words as they could in a
one minute time limit, made worse by
the countdown clock being played in the
background. Some of these words (like
“colloquialism”) were a challenge for
everyone in the audience as well. However,
BOYZKANSPEL won this round too with
seventeen points.
Seeing as it is obvious who won
(BOYZKANSPEL, for the astute) I shall
move swiftly on to how it felt on this
most momentous day. The nervous
atmosphere was only occasionally
interrupted by audience members (and
some teachers as well) screaming if
their class was doing well. It was a fun
afternoon and I can’t wait for the InterSchool Spelling Bee next year.
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National Open Art
Very well done to two of our
talented artists, Elle Lycett (L6N)
and Sophia Bisset (L6E). Both girls
had pieces of their GCSE art work
entered into the National Open Art
(NOA) competition in the category
for over 15 years of age, which
includes professional artists.

Picasso’s Blue Period and Stanley Spenser’s
self-portrait. I used blue colours to make
the painting feel sorrowful.” Sophia said of
her work Crying Double, “My other self was
crying, I couldn’t comfort her.”

From an initial 560 works, 130 were selected
for a second round of judging, including
the works by the two Bancroftians. This
is a great achievement for the girls and a
real boost as they start their A Level art
studies. Elle described her painting Sleeping
as “A self-portrait based on the ideas of

Singapore and Malaysia Girls’ Sports Tour
Olivia O’Brien (U6S)

On the 18 July, thirty excited girls
across U4th to Lower Sixth and five
equally excited teachers boarded
the thirteen hour ﬂight to Singapore
for the girls’ hockey and netball
sports tour 2016.
Singapore was to be our first city stay out
of five locations across nineteen days as we
made our way up the west coast of Malaysia.
Having had our first oriental breakfast, we
started off with a visit to Universal Studies
Singapore, taking a cable car to Sentosa
Island. That evening, despite still being jet
lagged, we went on a night safari, for which
we had fundraised. We toured Singapore
with our tour guide, Lilian, and learnt about
its culture. We played our first matches and
the hockey team lost 0-2 whilst the netballers
won. We also visited the beautiful Singapore
gardens on two of our tour girls, Tanisha and
Talissa’s, birthdays.
We then travelled through Malaysian
immigration to Melaka which was a long day!
Melaka was small and beautiful. We stayed
here for two days, touring the cities and
again playing hockey and netball matches.
The 1st VII team played a full boys’ team
because the school lacked girls to make up
a team! We won convincingly but it was a
new experience for all. Our next stop on
the tour was the capital, Kuala Lumpur, and

the big city sky scrapers really contrasted
to the architecture of Melaka. We toured
Kuala Lumpur with our guides, Piké and
Leo, visiting the King’s Palace, the National
Monument, the Kuala Lumpur tower and
took a batik colouring lesson. We also went
to Sunway Water Park for the day and visited
the Batu Caves where we fed the wild baby
monkeys. The netballers had a very tough
game against the national players, which
they narrowly lost, whilst the hockey team
won for the first time on the tour to the
delight of the whole team and Mr Hay. My
favourite day was when we visited the Kuala
Elephant Conservation Centre where we fed
the elephants and learnt about how they are
conserved. We then took at open top truck to
the middle of the jungle where we had lunch
by the riverside in the sunshine. En route to
Ipoh we visited orang-utan Island which was
Miss Grimwood’s favourite! We spent our
last five days in Penang, which included a lot
of beach time and visiting ‘Escape’ the ecofriendly adventure park.
The tour was amazing and all the girls
became so much closer as we were fortunate
enough to experience culture we had never
seen before. Our sports teams this season
are looking much stronger thanks to tour as
well. A massive thank you to Miss Mugridge
and the rest of the teaching staff: Miss
Grimwood, Mr Hay, Miss Wainwright and
Miss Johnston for looking after us and giving
us a wonderful opportunity to visit such
fantastic countries!
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Doubles Success at Queenswood
On Thursday 16 June, eight pairs
of Bancroft’s girls took part in the
Queenswood East Region Tennis
Tournament. This is a prestigious by
invitation event involving many
schools with strong tennis reputations,
such as Queenswood, Wycombe
Abbey, The Leys, Kimbolton, St Albans
and Bedford Girls.
Each pair played two singles matches against
their opposition and, in the event of a 1-1
draw, a decisive (and often nail-biting)
doubles 10 point “shoot-out” tiebreak
was played. There was some wonderful
tennis played and in the U18 event Tanisha
Schumacher and Raya Uzunova won the
Division 1 tournament and Alina Schumacher
and Anya Shah were victorious in the
Division 2 competition. This was the first
time Bancroft ’s have had success at this age

group in the last sixteen years so these were
notable achievements.
In the U13 and U15 events, Anna-Francesca
Hammond, Letita Saravanapavananthasivam
and Hannah French remained unbeaten in all
their singles matches. Anna-Francesca and
Hannah teamed up with Abby McKinlay and
Caroline Hubbard respectively to achieve 3rd
place in their U13 and U15 divisions.
Bancroft ’s other players, Roshni Parmar, Priya
Datta, Hareni Ayadurai, Louisa O’Sullivan,
Anja Schumacher, Maha Dannawi and Grace
Kumar, also competed superbly on the day,
gaining valuable experience for the rest of
the season and the coming years.
Head of Tennis, Mandy Wainwright said,
“This was a fantastic day of tennis in what
was seemingly the only sunny and dry
area of the country on that day! The girls
demonstrated a high standard of tennis and
were fantastic ambassadors for the School.”

Wimbledon 2016
Sonya Kalsi, Lucy Li and Simran Goel (U4S)

On Wednesday 6 July a group of keen tennis players
from the L4th and U4th accompanied by Miss
Wainwright and Mr McGuiggan embarked on what
seemed like an odyssey to Wimbledon.
After a delayed start due to an unexpected incident on the Tube, we
finally reached nirvana (or the equivalent for tennis enthusiasts!)
Excitedly, we shuﬄed along in the queue waiting to enter the gates.
We thoroughly enjoyed watching the tense matches on Court 1:
Raonic v Querrey and Berdych v Pouille where Raonic and Berdych
won their respective matches. However, the highlights of the
day were the Centre Court matches: Federer v Cilic and Murray v
Tsonga. Both matches were extremely close and exciting to watch;
in the end Federer and Murray managed to win their matches.
Although we sadly did not get to play any tennis on the hallowed
lawns, we were still able to challenge ourselves physically when
we were frantically switching on and off courts every five games
or so, so that everyone could get their fair share of the glorious
Centre Court matches…and because sharing is caring.
Of course, the day would not have been complete without strawberries
and cream! So we enjoyed this classic treat, and had a chance to roam
around the souvenir shops too. Towards the evening, we gathered on a
jam-packed Henman Hill to watch the Murray-Tsonga match together,
with Miss Wainwright sitting comfortably on the bin!
We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and would like to thank Miss
Wainwright and Mr McGuiggan for making the day so enjoyable.

Cricket Cup Final For
Bancroft’s Girls
Congratulations to all the
Bancroft’s girls who took part
in the U13 Essex Cup cricket
competition. Reaching the final
in the first year of entering is
a great achievement. It was
a fantastic eﬀort, considering
that the girls did not have much
preparation time before entering
the competition. For more than three quarters of the
squad it was their first time playing in a cricket team of
any kind, but the girls regularly turned up to try their hand
at a sport with which they were pretty unfamiliar.
In the final against Shenfield High School, the Bancroft ’s team faced
a school which has been running girls’ cricket for more than fourteen
years and have won this particular tournament seven times in the last
ten years. Shenfield won by 9 wickets, but it was still a great effort
from Bancroft ’s. Our Head of Cricket, Carl Greenidge believes that,
with even more commitment from our girls, the future is bright for
girls’ cricket at Bancroft ’s.
In addition, two of our girls, Grace Kumar and Eleanor Channer,
have claimed their places in the “regular” cricket teams over the
past season. Eleanor was awarded a mounted cricket ball for taking
a hat trick playing for the U13B team against New Hall last term.
Both girls are on the Essex girls training programme.
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Athletics
Grace Kelly (5N)

Athletics is a major attraction to students at Bancroft’s
as there is such a wide variety of events. Students
are eager to participate whether voluntarily or being
chosen personally.
This year our athletics team was extremely strong and, after
competitions at Redbridge and Essex Championships, the English
Schools track and field cup, the inter girls (L4 and U4) made it through
to the regional track and field cup final which was based in Allianz
Park. At this event many of us achieved personal bests. We had to
participate in one track and one field event and we were pushed to
our maximum ability levels by the high standards of other schools.
For the past four years, I’ve had endless fun on Saturday mornings
in the summer term from athletic meets with local schools
which give a chance to compete in new events in a welcoming
environment. Another highlight is the training sessions at Ashton
Playing Fields and games lessons at West Grove. Due to the range
of facilities, everyone is eager to try out new events and discover
their worst and best. The training sessions are a great way to better
your ability and training does pay off - I know from experience! At
the end of the season, there is an annual meet for the schools in
Redbridge where students compete against local schools in their
chosen event. It’s one of the most enjoyable days of the year - when

it’s not raining! You can discover the level you’ve
obtained compared to other athletes and all the students are
supportive, creating an encouraging and fun environment.
I want to thank Mrs Jewell, the Head of Athletics and the teacher
who has created this experience for all of us; to say we are grateful
is an understatement. Endless numbers of students have improved
whether through PE lessons or through athletics training and we are
all sad to see her go. For many on the team she has been the basis
of our motivation each year. Thank you for everything you have done
and for making it such an enjoyable experience! Athletics will not be
the same without you and we wish you good luck in your future!

Inter Year Tennis Tournament 2016
Miss A Wainwright, Head of Tennis

It was the middle Saturday of
Wimbledon and I was doubly
blessed; not only did I have a front
row Centre Court ticket to watch
Andy Murray play that afternoon
in the glorious sunshine but that
morning I also had a courtside seat,
together with Miss Stevens, at our
referees’ table for the girls’ InterYear Doubles Tournament at West
Grove! I had the best seats in the
house for both events but I can
say with the utmost honesty that I
enjoyed the West Grove experience

more (had Rafa been playing on
Centre Court then it may have
been a close tie!) I have run this
tournament for sixteen years and I
am always glowing with pride when
I see so many players on the courts
engaged in competitive matches but
also enjoying the social element of
the game.
This year we had sixty girls enter from
the 3rds to U4th year groups with a range
of ability and experience. There were
older team players offering up advice to
younger, beginner Bancroftians about what
grip to use and how they could improve
their serves, but there were also some
very talented juniors who taught some

of the “old guard” a lesson or two! The
tournament for me is the pinnacle of the
girls’ season as it allows all of the players
to make the very most of what they have
learned at their weekly Tennis Club sessions.
I would like to thank Josh Stokes for all of
the coaching he does at these sessions, as
he has helped so many children to discover,
as well as develop, their tennis talents.
As for the results, congratulations go to Anya
Shah and Roshni Parmar (L4) who were this
year’s Champions and to Eden Risby and
Emilia Nygaard Parsons (Rem) who were the
runners-up, after some very fine wins against
older and more experienced opposition.
I am already counting down the days to the
glorious summer tennis term, but in the
meantime, keep playing!
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Army Camp Summer 2016
RSM Tom Walton (U6E) and
CSgt Oliver Curl (U6N)

This summer Bancroft’s School CCF
Army Section were oﬀ to Napier
Barracks for Army Camp once again.
On our first day cadets were thrown
into an infantry skills day to refresh
the field skills they would need for
the week ahead, such as fire and
movement drills and campcraft.
As two Platoons, the U4th to U6th
started the week’s exercise in the
field which would test what the
cadets had learnt throughout the
year, including weapons handling

and tactical ability. The L4th had
a 24-hour introduction to living
in the field before joining in the
final phase of the main blank firing
exercise. This was also an important
time for the NCOs as it was a
chance for them to show oﬀ their
leadership capabilities in the field.
After completing a series of successful blank
firing attacks and manoeuvres and a night
in the training area it was time for what
would be the highlight of many people’s
week, the trip to Arnhem in Holland. Whilst
in the town we were able to experience the
airborne museum and a tour of the local
areas that were fought over during World
War II. Spending two days abroad in a civilian
environment gave the week a nice variety.
The rest also prepared us for returning to
our inter-section competition, the Dan Clack
Trophy, on the Sunday of the week. Eight
sections, each led by a L6th NCO, faced
tasks such as an obstacle course, DCCT (or
Dismounted Close Combat Trainer), first aid
and command tasks. Within Army Camp
we had the chance to experience a wide
variety of activities that not only encouraged
practical skills but also helped to develop
skills of leadership

CCF: Canadian Cadet Exchange 2016
Cpl Ben Harris (L6E)

Two of our Army Cadets, Ben Harris and Ciaran
Simpkins, were selected to participate in this year’s
six week long Canadian Cadet Exchange Programme.
Selection involved a vigorous series of tests at
Woolwich Barracks.
Cadet Corporal Ben Harris writes about his experience at
Whitehorse. “The six weeks I spent in Whitehorse Cadet Training
Centre doing expedition training were some of the best of my life.
Visiting Canada for the first time was an experience in itself and the
Yukon is a beautiful place. We spent eighteen days in the field on
our expedition, covering ground on foot, mountain bike and canoe.
The bike portion was probably my favourite, because the views
through the mountains and forests were amazing. It was hard work
but very rewarding and reaching camp each night brought a good
sense of achievement.

While on camp we went through a lot of training in first aid and
expedition skills and also spent a day on the range firing the C7
rifles. I also enjoyed meeting the Canadian cadets from all their
different backgrounds, some English speaking, some French
speaking from Quebec and some speaking Inuktitut from Inuit
communities in the north. We made some great friends and lots
of memories.
At the end of camp, we had our graduation parade, reviewed by the
Commander of the Canadian Army. I was presented with Top UK
Cadet, an achievement I am extremely proud of and felt privileged
to receive. All in all, I had a great summer and would urge anyone to
apply for the Whitehorse Expedition Instructor Course.”
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Sea Scouts
Mr Stephen Young, Scout Leader, 4th
Epping Forest South (Bancroft’s School) Sea Scouts

The summer term for Sea Scouts was, as usual, the
wettest for them as the long evenings allowed for
Thursday evenings at Fairlop Outdoor Activity Centre
engaging in paddle sport, sailing and even a little
bit of power boat work for Scouts who held an RYA
certificate. The second half of the term also saw
two of the opportunities for our Scouts to enjoy
residential experiences that form a regular part of
our programme.
The first of these is the Royal Navy Recognised Sea Scout
Camp, which takes place over the half term holiday. This is an
opportunity to spend a week living on board HMS Bristol, a class
82 destroyer, and to use the facilities of the RN Sailing Centre. We
have to bid for places on this camp and successful applicants take
part either in a week long training course or in a multi activity
camp. This year I took down seven of our Scouts. While I was busy
helping to lead the paddle sports course, two of Scouts acquired
their RYA level 2 Power Boat Qualification and one acquired their
RYA level two sailing qualification. Our other four Scouts took part
in the multi-activity camp. A couple of them were disappointed
that they had failed to get a place on one of the intensive courses,
which had been their first choice. However when I caught up
with one of them half way through the camp they were really
enjoying the multitude of experiences the camp has to offer.
These include paddle sports, dinghy sailing, yacht sailing, power
boating in the Solent and a day leaning bush craft skills with Royal
Marine instructors. With RN Sea Scouts coming from all around
the country, the camp is also a great opportunity for Scouts and
Leaders alike to make new friends.
At the other end of the summer term comes our annual summer
camp. This year we headed off to CTT 2016, a large organised
camp at the Tolmers Scout Camp near Cufley. This camp gave a
chance for fourteen of our Scouts to improve their camping skills
and learn many traditional Scout skills, such lighting camp fires
only using a fire stick and dry grass, and cooking your own supper
over an open wood fire. As well as the traditional activities, CTT
also offers a large range of not so traditional activities: everything
from archery to land zorbing. Again one of the delights of these
type of organised camps is the chance to socialise with the many
other Scout and Guide groups which attend and it was good to
see our Scouts taking advantage of this. This lead to impromptu
events with other groups
including a mass tug of war,
a water balloon fight and
evenings sharing jokes and
songs around the camp fire.
For all of the leadership
team it can be hard work
but also very enjoyable and
the growing numbers of
our students applying each
year, and the feedback we
get from our Scouts would
suggest that they also find it
enjoyable.

Sixth Form Common
Room Upgraded
During the summer holidays our Sixth Form Common
Room underwent a major refurbishment and upgrade.
The old balcony which had previously run across the length of the
room has now been absorbed into the common room itself, so
creating a lot more space for what is the largest Sixth Form cohort
Bancroft ’s has ever seen. The balcony, whilst a good idea, in theory,
was realistically wasted space as Woodford weather gave little
opportunity for al fresco dining or working. The area in the Common
Room designated for eating has been expanded, meaning that there
is less pressure on seating during the lunch period. New picnic table
style benches and tables have been added; with the grey of the
furniture complimenting the green paintwork to give a bright, airy
Scandinavian feel to the room. A new addition is the large TV screen
– permanently tuned to the news channel, of course! Much of the
furniture was showing its age and the new brown and cream sofas
and chairs are just right for relaxing after a tough double period. All
the lockers have been replaced; the new lockers are larger and A4
files fit them comfortably.
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From The Parents’ Association
Sally FIsher, PA Secretary

The summer holidays seem long gone, but since the
last edition of Insight, the PA have had success with
a number of events, including Sports Day, Summer
Ball and Quiz Night. We also recently held our AGM.
On June 18, the weather was kind enough to allow Sports Day to
go ahead and the PA were glad to be on hand to supply refreshing
lollies, fruit, drinks and a BBQ for all involved. This was followed by
the hugely successful Summer Masquerade Ball, which was held
in the Head’s garden on 2 July and, once again, the British weather
was good to us and helped make the evening a night to remember.
As well as a record night of fun, we raised a record amount of
money – a whopping £7,500! Enormous thanks to everyone who
helped, contributed and attended for making it such a special and
successful evening.
We kicked off the PA new term with the AGM held on 13 October,
where we had plenty of attendees and made lots of new PA Friends.
We had two members step down from their roles as Officers: Joanna
Hughes and Hulya Muzammal, to whom we say thank you to for all
their help and we welcome Sally Fisher to the role of Secretary and
Shiwani Arora to the role of Treasurer. We also heard our new Head,

Mr Simon Marshall, say a few words on behalf of both Prep and
Senior Schools, and we very much look forward to the year ahead
working together as a new team.
Our Annual PA Quiz Night was held on Saturday 15 October, when
we had a fun evening of laughter, trivia and catching up with
friends. There was plenty of healthy competition on the night
and lots of opportunity to win prizes. Thanks to everyone who
attended and helped us raise £900 The PA has raised over £8,000
since we last updated, which is only achievable with your support
and contributions – so thank you again to everyone who has helped
make these events so successful.
The next event is one of the highlights of the year – The Christmas
Fayre - on Saturday 3 December. The Prep children in particular love
this event, so we do hope to see you all there.
The PA is represented on Facebook and Twitter so please “Like” us
and “Follow” us, so you can stay up to date.!
Facebook Bancroft ’s School Parents’ Association
Twitter@PABancrofts

News From The Governing Body
Prof Philip Ogden, Chair of Governors

The Governing Body was delighted
to welcome a new member at the
start of this academic year. Dame
Colette Bowe’s term of oﬃce as
a Governor came to an end on 31
August 2016. Dame Colette was a
nominee of the Drapers’ Company
and has given many years of
distinguished service to Bancroft’s,
especially between 2013-15 when
she chaired the Finance Committee.
The Drapers’ Company nominates
five members of the twelve who
serve as Governors, reﬂecting the
strong links between Bancroft’s
and the Company, which date
back to our foundation in the early
eighteenth century. Dame Colette’s
replacement is Richard Williamson.

Richard was admitted as a Freeman of the
Drapers’ Company in 2012 and joined the
Livery in 2015. Born in 1972, Richard went
to school at Westminster and took a Physics
degree from St Edmund Hall, Oxford. He
has a varied career in financial services and
is currently Strategy Director at Gatehouse
Advisors. He previously worked for PWG,
KPMG, JPM and Crédit Suisse. Richard has
wide interests in travel and sport and lives in
Kent with his partner and their two children.
All Governors
serve on at
least one subcommittee and
Richard has
kindly agreed to
join the Education
Committee,
which has
oversight of all
matters related
to the quality
of education
and academic
standards in

the School. This committee sits alongside
others dealing with Estates, the Prep School,
Finance and the Bancroft ’s Foundation.
At its first meeting of the new academic
year, the Governing Body also took the
opportunity to congratulate and thank the
pupils and staff for another quite outstanding
set of examination results this summer. These
place Bancroft ’s amongst the best schools in
the UK and it is a particular pleasure to see so
many of our Sixth Formers taking up places
at Oxford, Cambridge and other leading and
highly-competitive universities.
Governors are
also much looking
forward to our fourth
Governors’ Day next
term, when we have
the opportunity
to attend a variety
of classes and be
reminded of how much
we have forgotten and
how much we still have
to learn!
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Police Commendation For Bancroft’s
In May, Bancroft’s was presented
with a commendation by the
Borough Commander of
Redbridge, Mandy Beacher, for
“excellent partnership work”
in acknowledgement of the
assistance and support given
by the School to an initiative by
Redbridge Volunteer Police Cadets.
Cadets from Redbridge were
instrumental in driving forward
a new initiative to tackle knife
crime, to be used in schools and
colleges to encourage their peer
group to pledge their support and
#ChooseALifeNotAknife.

The School was approached to support this
project by Schools’ Officer and Cadet Leader
PC Kim Gakhal. Deputy Head, Marwan
Mikdadi, said, “We had no hesitancy in
agreeing to work together with the cadets
on this worthwhile initiative and help deliver
such an important message to the local
community.” None of the cadets involved
had any media experience or training but
were assisted in the production of the
film by Sam Munch-Petersen, from our IT
Department.
The video, Split Second, received its
premiere on 23 May at Bancroft ’s in front
of an invited audience, including the
Mayor of Redbridge and senior figures
from the Metropolitan Police, as well as
representation from London Air Ambulance
and the Met volunteer cadets. Interviewees
from the video were also present, including

Mr Ian Levy whose son died as an innocent
victim of knife crime in Hackney.
Police Constable Sandeep Gakhal from
Redbridge, who worked closely with the
cadets and Bancroft ’s on the video, said,
“The cadets have worked really hard to make
this happen, they’ve given up weekends and
evenings. Hopefully young people who see
the video will encourage their friends to join
us in pledging their support to stop knife
crime. Thank you to Bancroft ’s for providing
support for this project.”

East House Sponsors Magical Taxi Tour
Once again, pupils from East House
have raised funds to support the
Magical Taxi Tour which takes
children with life threatening
illnesses on a three day trip of a
lifetime to Disneyland Paris.
East House has provided funds to support
this event for the past seven years, and their
Come Fly with East global themed family
evening in the summer term raised over
£3700. The evening gave members of East
House, their friends and families a peak
into an airport’s life as passengers begin
their voyages around the world. Before the
show there were a series of themed stalls,
while the show itself displayed the creative
talents of East House as they entertained

the audience with singing, dancing, music
and comic sketches. Even Housemaster,
Mr Channer, joined in with his own
interpretation of Rowan Atkinson’s Welcome
to Hell monologue.
This year driver Michael Cullen was part
of a fleet of one hundred black cabs which
participated in the annual Magical Taxi Tour
organised by The Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers. Head of East
Murali Satchithananda, together with
fellow U6 former Sami Bashir and Mrs
Fryer-Green (East’s Junior House Mistress),
attended the Big Breakfast send-off held on
16 September at Canary Wharf when they
met some of the excited children about to
set off for Disneyland and witnessed the
spectacular cavalcade of taxis as they left
the City for Dover. The Magical Taxi Tour
gives the children a break from therapy
and treatment; the families would not be
able undertake such a trip alone, but the
tour provides them with the full medical
support necessary.
In addition to the Magical Taxi Tour, funds
were also donated to St John’s College in
Chigwell for young adults aged 19 – 26
with varying disabilities and the Box in
Epping, which is a youth centred charity for

children who cannot access mainstream
education, especially those who have been
excluded or are on the verge of exclusion.
Bancroft ’s School has links with St John’s as
it sends Sixth Formers on placements there
as part of the Bancroft ’s Social Services
Programme.
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Aladdin at the Prep
Pupils at the Prep transported audiences on a magic
carpet ride with their fantastic production of Disney’s
Aladdin, Junior which took place on four consecutive
nights from 23-26 May.
The depth of acting and musical talent meant the show was
performed by two equally impressive casts on alternate nights.
All sixty-four Prep 2s were involved, along with the ninety-four
children in the Junior Choir (Alphas and Betas). Aladdin was
produced and directed by the Prep’s Head of English, Laura Phelps,
Head of Music, Adam Baum, and Allison Moor, Drama Teacher. For
the children involved this was “an epic and thrilling experience”
and “something to remember for the rest of our lives!” All the
cast displayed infectious enthusiasm; children and audiences had
an equally good time.
Joe Layburn, Head at Bancroft’s Prep, said, “Three wishes for any
production of Aladdin might be large, enthusiastic audiences,
hugely talented children, and a fully functioning smoke machine
to provide additional atmosphere to some of the musical’s
spookier scenes.”
The professional stage version of Disney’s Aladdin has recently
opened in the West End, we hope its cast took some lessons from
Bancroft ’s young stars.

Macmillan Cake Sale
Lewis Chui (2AA)

On Thursday, 29 September the Prep 2s ran a cake
sale to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support.
This was part of Macmillans’s annual World’s Biggest
Coﬀee Morning event.
Every Prep 2 brought in some lovely cakes, Ms Moor even brought
in a huge Smarties cake to see if anyone could guess how many
Smarties there were! Lots of children wanted to buy cakes. The
Alphas were really excited as it was their first cake sale. The total
raised stands at £333 for this very worthy cause.
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Adventurous Betas
Mrs Sarah Strong

There is nothing children love more than exploring the
great outdoors, learning new skills and overcoming
challenges. Kingswood was a great
residential trip that brought learning to life for our
Betas.
The trip built self-confidence and a sense of achievement in our
pupils; it was an enjoyable, rewarding experience for all. We
stayed at Grosvenor
Hall in Ashford, Kent.
The children flew
through the air on
a 3G swing, zoomed
along an aerial runway,
walked the nightline
and played aeroball and
fencing amongst other
activities. These all
involved team work and
problem solving. They
returned with great selfesteem, a positive
attitude, motivated and
exhausted!
The Betas were
unanimous in their
enthusiasm. For Marisa is was “the best experience of my life!”
while Vedant said ‘I wish I could go again!” The children were clearly
up for the challenge, as Sophia said “It pushed us all out of our
comfort zone.”

Prep School
Charity Day
Sehrish Alam (2LP)

After a very successful Charity Day last year raising
£10,000 we were nervous about whether we would be
able to match it this year!
After a sponsored ‘Run to Rio’ and a charity afternoon with
exciting stalls and competitions we reached a grand total of
£10,132.68! Sareena Nagpal (AHS) even set up a Just Giving page
and raised £800 before the day even started! Alphas and Betas
brought in homemade cakes in abundance, so much so we had
another cake sale the next day! Some of my favourite stalls were
Sponge the Teacher, Belly Bumps, Make a Video, Face Painting and
Shoot the Cowboy’. The sun shone and the rain came down but
rain or shine everyone had fun and helped fantastic charities in
the process: Barnados, Epping Forest Sportability, PHAB and Teen
Challenge. Well done to everyone!

The Ragged School
Aleena Vesamia and Gautam Natarajan (1BR)

On Thursday 29 September the Prep 1s went on a
trip to the Ragged School. It was very exciting and
we learned lots of new and interesting things.
We were split into two groups and one group went to the
classroom while the other group went to the Victorian house. In
the classroom, we were taught by ‘Miss Perkins’; she was strict!
We had to write on slate and sit up straight with chins up and our
hands on our laps at all times. In the Victorian house, we were
given objects, which we had to describe and guess what they were
for. This trip was really fun; we really enjoyed it and we think the
Betas will when they go next year!
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New Staff: Autumn Term 2016

Sophie Alchin
Graduate Sports Assistant Prep

Sophie Brand
Economics

Genevieve Carnell
History

Allan Clay
Head of Academic Music

James Foley
Geography

Chris Hall
Graduate Sports Assistant Prep

Nick Maloney
Assistant Head Academic Economics

Simon Marshall
Head

Hannah Mead
RS

Kandis Nelson
Graduate Sports Assistant Senior

Mohammed Salam
Head of Technology

Laura Williams
Modern Foreign Languages

Also congratulations to Mr Arron Whitbread who has achieved his
DipEd and is now a full time teaching member of the Technology
Department. In the Prep School, Mr Clive Pearson, who joined
originally as a maternity cover, has now been appointed as a fulltime member of staﬀ as a Prep 1 class teacher.
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Bancroft ’s School, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0RF
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Preparatory School
Bancroft ’s Preparatory School, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0RF
020 8506 6774 prep.office@bancrofts.org

