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It is with pleasure I can report that 
the OBA is in excellent health. We 

recently welcomed the 2015 leavers into 
the OBA in September at an event at 
the School hosted by Mary Ireland and 
Amanda Campbell. 

they are clearly a very clever group, 
recording record a level results and 
places for university entry. Over a 
fi fth of the year group (25 in total) 
achieved 3 a*s or more.   34% of all 
a2 exams were graded a* with 92% 
at grades a*-B.  ten Bancroftians 
confi rmed their Oxbridge places and 
twenty-one Bancroftians secured 
places to study medicine, dentistry 
or veterinary science.  this year, the 
school has also sent its fi rst student 
to rada with a number of OBs 
going to music conservatoires and art 
school. well done to all the staff at the 
school.  

this year’s OBs’ day was very well 
attended by all year groups; never let 
it be said a little rain would dampen 

spirits! at the time of writing i have 
just returned from the northern 
dinner in rossett; an excellent 
evening attended by more than forty 
individuals including OBs and their 
guests from across the country. we 
brought the start time of the meal 
forward so we could watch the 
england – australia game (enough 
said). despite the result we all had 
a good evening watching the match 
on a time lapse large screen display 
– broadband has not yet reached 
rossett! in the bar at the end of 
the evening, we had the pleasure 
of chatting with another group also 
holding a dinner at the hotel; a group 
of allotment holders from Bristol 
holding their annual onion-growing 
prize giving! they provided an 
amusing end to the evening and i now 
know my shallots from my onions! 

the OBa continues to be extremely 
successful in maintaining contact 
with and engaging alumni through 
communications and events. the 

efforts of previous years have enabled 
success and this is something that we 
will aim to continue with an ongoing 
review of our activities.  indeed this 
success is perhaps well-refl ected in 
that this year’s annual dinner sold out 
early! 

i hope to see many of you at OBa 
events during the year.

“floreat Bancroftia”.

Stephen Dodd 
(OB 1972-79)
OBa chairman

frOM the chairMan
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the council of the royal institute 
of navigation has conferred an 
honorary fellowship of the institute 
on John Hasselgren (OB 1949 – 56) 
in recognition of the work he has 
done over the years for the institute. 
elected to fellowship of the institute 
in 2005, John was surprised at 
this further honour. a search to 
fi nd out who else might hold this 
distinction revealed three persons, 
the late Michael richey – a founder 
member of the institute, the late sir 
Patrick Moore and sir robin Knox-
Johnston. noting that, of these three, 
two had been knighted and two were 
dead, his original conclusion was that 
he was not yet qualifi ed, although 
time would eventually resolve this. 

John was, however, assured that 
there were other holders of this 
grade of membership and that it was 
necessary to be neither knighted nor 
deceased.
the certifi cate commemorating this 
award was presented by hrh the 
duke of edinburgh at the institute’s 
annual meeting on 15 July 2015.
Alexandra Huk (OB 1993-2004), 
daughter of former member of staff 
sally anne, was married to chris 
watson on 11 July 2015 at hertford 
college, Oxford.
Barry Matthews (OB 1952-1957) 
celebrated his golden wedding 
anniversary on 3 september. 

congratulations to Lara 
Naqushbandi (OB 1992-1999) who 
has just welcomed her second baby, 
raiyah, into the world.

Max Pereira (OB 1984 - 1991) is the 
author of a newly released science 
fi ction novel, Second Sight, the story 
of a brilliant young scientist who 
develops the nanotechnology to cure 
blindness. Max says that his love of 
the written word was inspired by tim 
Jones, who taught him english whilst 
at Bancroft’s. for more information 
go to: www.maximilianpereira.com
Eric Pinnington (1949-1956) would 
like to express his appreciation to 
the OBa for keeping OB ex-pats 
‘in the loop’.  having been put back 
in touch with fellow OB alan fox 
(1949-1956) by OBa administrator, 
susan day, eric and alan are now 
involved in an email chess battle, 
having led the Bancroft’s chess team 
from 1954-1956. 
Roger Windsor MBE (OB 1950-
1958) whose sortabiography was 
published earlier this year will be 
presenting his book More Sherlock 
Holmes than James Herriot at the  Books-
on-tyne festival on 29th november at 
10:30am in the newcastle city library, 
new Bridge road,  newcastle-upon-
tyne.   he will give a talk entitled 
“Justifying the title”.   any OBs living 
in the north will be most welcome. 

OB news
following three years of training at 
ridley hall in cambridge, Richard 
Attew (OB 1993-2000) was ordained at 
chelmsford cathedral in June.  he is 
serving his curacy post at st. stephen’s 
church, harlow.  he says that being 
a vicar is wonderful - and means that 
(among other things) he technically 
gets paid to drink tea and eat cake!

Richard, pictured here with his wife 
Karen and daughter Hope

Elizabeth Bloomfi eld (OB 1994-2005) married Josh ayto on the 18th april 
2015 in the school chapel; reverend Moore conducted the ceremony and 
Mr Bluff played the organ. they met whilst at the university of leeds. 

there were lots of Old Bancroftians in attendance: Moria hitchcock, 
sophie higgins, andy hales, robin fisher, andy hibberd, Jordan 
rowland, rev Moore, Matt Barrett, James newton, rachel walls, liz 
turner, lucy hughes. all the OBs were in the class of 2005, with seven of 
them having come right through the Prep school having started in 1994.

Photograph courtesy of Dan Charity.
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canOn rOdney Matthews - 50 years as a Priest
i was born and educated in 
woodford Green at Brooklands 
Preparatory school and Bancroft’s 
school.  i was Baptised in all 
saints, woodford Green, served as 
a choir boy, a server, a bell ringer 
and was confirmed at st. Mary’s, 
woodford Green. i was part of 
the last form 2 to enter Bancroft’s 
school in 1946 at aged 10. i never 
really shone at school; i enjoyed 
sport, was useless at cricket, not 
too bad at rugby and got my house 
colours for cross country running. 
the only academic subjects that i 
did well in were maths and physics.

i left school at aged 16 and went 
to sea as an apprentice deck 
Officer in 1952. i served a four year 
apprenticeship with elder dempster 
lines trading with west africa and 
north america and stayed with them 
as 4th, 3rd and 2nd Mate and left, 
with my chief Officer’s certificate, 
when i felt called to Ordination in 
1961. after a selection conference i 
had to wait for a place in theological 
college so i taught at a secondary 
Modern school in walthamstow. i 
also married rosemary corp in the 
summer of 1961 at st. lawrence 
church, Barkingside.

i was at salisbury theological 
college from 1962-1964, ending 
up as senior student. i was “Made 
deacon” in chelmsford cathedral 
in december 1964, and we moved 

to holland-on-sea. i was Ordained 
Priest on 19th december 1965 
and whilst at clacton we had two 
children, Marianne and roger. 
in september 1968, we moved 
to loughton where i eventually 
became the first team Vicar of 
st. Michael’s church. whilst i 
was at loughton i renewed my 
membership of the Old Bancroftian 
rugby club (which i had first 
joined in 1952) and played 
spasmodically and at a very low 
level until i was 53! in fact i have 
a small plaque on a brick in the 
club house which reads “rodney 
Matthews - Joined 1952 – scored 
1987).  in 1976 i was asked 
to become Vicar of all saints, 
Goodmayes and this became a very 
busy period of my life. i trained 
three curates, became chaplain to 
the sail training association and 
also became assistant area dean of 
redbridge. whilst at Goodmayes 
i also renewed my love of sailing. 
i had a dinghy on fairlop waters, 
took my son sailing on the Broads 
and also went to sea most years for 
two weeks as navigator on one of 
the sail training association’s tall 
ships. i even managed to arrange a 
short voyage for Old Bancroftians 
on the Malcolm Miller in the year 
that i was President of the OBa.  

in 1987, following the tragic death of 
their Vicar, i felt called to the Parish 
of st. Paul’s, woodford Bridge, so 

we moved there that december. 
during my time there, i continued as 
assistant area dean and in 2000 i 
was made a non-residentiary canon 
of chelmsford cathedral. 

april 2002 brought me to retirement 
age and i was invited to be an 
honorary assistant Priest in the 
Parish church of ss. Peter & 
Paul.  as well as helping out in the 
Parish, i am pleased to be invited 
occasionally to preach at local 
non-conformist churches and also 
help out in neighbouring Parishes. 
another unexpected bonus that 
has come my way is to have been 
invited to sail as a cruise chaplain 
on a few occasions. also i am 
still close enough to Bancroft’s to 
keep up with activities there, even 
occasionally being asked to Officiate 
in the school chapel.

Our two children now both have 
two children of their own, so we 
now have four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

this year marks my 50th year as 
a priest and i am hoping that the 
Bishop of chelmsford, the right 
reverend stephen cottrell, will 
celebrate with me at a special service in 
ss. Peter & Paul church, chingford at 
10 am on sunday 20 december 2015. 
anyone is welcome to attend.

Canon Rodney Matthews  
(OB 1946-1952)

Rodney at sea aged 25
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schOOl news - new head annOunced

OBa fOOtBall cluB

we are sad to announce that 
Bancroft’s head, Mary ireland, 
will be retiring at the end of this 
academic year after eight successful 
years. we will be reflecting on 
Mary’s time as head of the school in 
a later edition of the newsletter, but 
in the meantime, we are delighted 

to announce the appointment of 
Mr simon Marshall Ma, PGce 
(cantab), Ma, M.Phil (Oxon) as 
the new head of the school with 
effect from 1 september 2016.

simon is currently headmaster 
of the english college in Prague. 
he was previously deputy head 
(academic) at university college 
school, london (2007-2013) and 
head of english at King’s college 
school, wimbledon (2001-2007).  

educated at Merchant taylors’ 
school, crosby, simon graduated 
in classics in 1988 from Gonville 
and caius college, cambridge 
where he was a choral exhibitioner. 
he also gained his Postgraduate 
certificate in General education 
from cambridge. he subsequently 

graduated in 1995 in english 
language and literature from 
trinity college, Oxford and took an 
M.Phil there in eighteenth century 
studies in 1997.

simon and his wife eleanor are very 
much looking forward to joining 
the Bancroft’s community.  he 
says, “i am honoured and delighted 
to have been appointed to lead 
such a flourishing and successful 
school. when visiting the school 
i was struck by the friendly and 
purposeful atmosphere and by the 
great affection felt for Bancroft’s by 
everyone i met. i very much look 
forward to joining the Bancroft’s 
community next year and working 
with pupils, staff, parents and 
governors to build on the superb 
legacy of Mary ireland.”

now in their fourth season, OBafc 
have kicked off the new campaign 
with 4 wins, a draw and a loss. last 
year the club appointed its first 
coach, OB Oli woolf (2002-2009), 
who had a big impact and guided 
the team to the play-offs for the first 
time. when Oli left for australia 
this summer, we were quick to 
appoint another coach in the shape 
of John hyatt, who has whipped 
the lads into shape with intensive 
training during the off-season and 
is looking for instant promotion to 
division 4 of the arthurian league. 

the team’s quick start shows just 
how vital those extra miles on 
the training pitch can be, and the 

players are looking to kick on as the 
season really gets underway.

we now regularly attract 15-18 
players on a saturday and are in 

the tough but enviable position of 
turning players away, which means 
a second team could be just a few 
years away...

OBituaries and nOtices
Stephen Allen (OB 1973-1980) passed 
away in June 2015 and a number of his 
contemporaries from school wanted to 
pass on some memories from the time 
they spent with him at Bancroft’s and 
playing cricket for the OBa. two of 
these are reproduced here:

steve dodd (OB 1972-1979) said: ‘i 
still can’t believe the terrible news. steve 
and i played cricket and golf together 
for many years at Bancroft’s and at 
wanstead ccc and i always remember 
him as a reliable and honest cricketer 
(and person) who you could always 

depend upon to do the right thing at the 
right time.’ 

Pete richardson (OB 1972-1979): “i 
went to the same junior school and 
cub pack as steve and played cricket 
with him at wanstead, Bancroft’s and 
the OBs as many of us did. steve was 



a very good footballer and played for 
nightingale Primary school and the 
19th epping forest cub group before 
joining Bancroft’s in 1973 through 
the 11 plus direct grant system, which 
brought many of us into the school 
from redbridge. at Bancroft’s he 
excelled at cricket and played in the 
school first team from the upper 4ths. 
he was a wonderful bowler and a quiet 
unassuming boy who had a wickedly 
dry sense of humour. 

David Bottomley (OB 1951-1958) sadly 
died earlier this year on 5 april. he was 
always very proud of having attended 
Bancroft’s and very much enjoyed his 
time at the school.

Matthew Giles (OB 1976-83) died 
suddenly on 17th June 2015 aged 50 
as a consequence of complications 
from malaria.

Matt was the son of david Giles and 
Jean Giles and brother of will Giles 
(OB 1973-80).  here we share some 
extracts of will’s tribute to Matt, spoken 
at the funeral service: 

Matt was a man of essex – born 
in chelmsford, brought up by our 
wonderful parents in Matching Green 
and loughton, living his whole married 
life with Julie in north weald, leaden 
roding and Great dunmow, and 
passing on in chelmsford. despite the 
millions of miles he travelled he was 
never happier than when he was in the 
essex countryside.

Our childhood in Matching Green 
was idyllic – and that was where his 
wonderful, easy-going, gregarious and 
big character was forged. he could 
get on with anyone. we both went to 
prep school at st aubyn’s and then 
secondary school at Bancroft’s where 
we had the unusual situation of Mum 
and dad as teachers and us boys as 
pupils, all under the same roof. he liked 
history, classical civilization and

english but liked playing in bands and 
new romantic music more. 

at school Matt met his life-long 
friend andy cole. they had several 
things in common – music, triumph 
motor cars, but most of all a passion 
for coarse fishing. 

it was after leaving school that Matt’s 
love of cricket grew and he played 
regular village cricket and a few games 
for the evening stars, the staff team at 
Bancroft’s. i remember one match in 
particular when all three of us played – 
dad, Matt and me, at willingale. 

after school Matt attended north east 
london Polytechnic and obtained a 
higher national diploma in estate 
Management, and started working 
at the estate agents and auctioneers 
ambroses in loughton. But a career 
as an estate agent was never going to 
satisfy Matt and it was around this time 
he caught the flying bug. 

Our cousin tim had become an 
instructor at stapleford flying club 
and took Matt up in a cessna on a 
joyride, and that was it. Matt obtained 
his private licence, then his instructor’s 
licence and embarked on the massive 
task of obtaining enough flying hours to 
qualify as a commercial pilot. 

he was extraordinarily dedicated to 
his goal because it was something he 
absolutely loved. he was one of those 
very lucky people whose passion 
combines with their careers. when 
it came to aviation exams he would 
sail through and the civil aviation 
authority described him as a pilot with 
‘exceptional skills’. he flew all sorts of 
planes, from the Boeing 737 for ford 
Motor company, to Gulfstreams and 
Bombardier challengers in the private 
jet market for twinjet and recently 
for arrac in nigeria. he flew millions 
of miles and kept his thousands of 
passengers (including celebrities, 
billionaires and politicians) safe. he 
saw places we will never see and some 
we would never want to see. his 
stories of adventure and derring-do 
always captivated us.

away from flying Matt was happiest at 
home with his beloved family. he loved 
his garden where he had the greenest 
of fingers and would produce anything 

from the hottest chillies to the most 
succulent tomatoes. and he loved his 
fish pond stuffed with carp. 

Matt truly loved england. he loved 
the english countryside, english 
institutions, and england’s history. 
recently he shared some of his detailed 
research on Old Bancroftian pilots 
from the 2nd world war with Jeremy 
Bromfield and the Old Bancroftians’ 
association for their newsletter. 

Matt had a positively profound effect 
on us all. he packed an awful lot into 
his 50 ½ years. as a much-loved son, 
husband, father, my brother, brother-
in-law, uncle, nephew, cousin, and 
dear friend of so many, he will live on 
in our spirit. 

David Grigson (OB 1948-1953) passed 
away in January earlier this year. 

David Miller (OB 1944-1949) passed 
away in May this year. 

Brian Terry (OB 1946-1953)  
died in July this year. a full obituary 
will appear in the next edition of  
the newsletter. 

letter frOM JacK siMMOns

i read with great interest the 
obituary of ian spurgeon by 
dennis collinson in the June issue 
of the Old Bancroftian. however 
dennis’s recollections of ian’s time 
as a Boarder Monitor are a little 
different from mine. One particular 
incident can illustrate this. when i 
was in the lower fourth, boarders 
had been given permission to go 
to loughton in order to attend 
a concert. it had been stipulated 
that we had to walk there but, 
after a short while, i was tempted 
by a passing bus. unfortunately 
i was seen by ian who, the 
following day, told me to report 
to the Boarder Monitor’s personal 
room that evening. this was the 
routine for those who were about 
to be formally caned. i cannot now 
recall who actually administered 
the punishment, but there was no 
question of a refusal to use the cane.  
ian reminded me of this incident 
when we met again at OBs’ day 
two or three years ago. 

Jack simmons (OB 1945-52)
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BancrOft’s Business BreaKfast

On 11 september, more than forty 
Old Bancroftians, parents and 
friends of the school attended the 
latest Bancroft’s Business Breakfast.  
the event was generously hosted 
and supported by Mayer Brown 
and the guest speaker was Old 
Bancroftian simon winman 
(OB 1974-1981), head of club 
development at the rugby football 
union (rfu).  

simon spoke on the topic ‘the 
rugby world cup 2015: what will 
success look like?’ and gave an 
interesting insight into his integral 
role for the rfu in working with 
clubs around the country in the lead 
up to the world cup to ensure a 
lasting legacy for rugby; focusing on 
the benchmarks for success both on 
and off the pitch.  

an interesting Q&a covered a wide 
range of topics including selection, 
the impact of injuries, the role of 
clubs and sponsorship of the game, 
followed by a networking breakfast. 

the events also gave guests an 
excellent opportunity to meet and 
network with other professionals in 
the Bancroftian community. 

thanks to the support of Mayer 
Brown, all ticket monies were 
directed to the Bancroft’s 
foundation, which supports means-
tested scholarships at the school to 
enable children to attend, regardless 
of their financial background.

if you would like to suggest a 
theme, venue or speaker for a future 
Business Breakfast event, or to find 
out more about the foundation, 
please contact Gemma wicks at 
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org.

OBs Vs the schOOl ladies hOcKey Match 

the third annual OBs v school 
ladies hockey match took place 
on friday 25 september at Old 
loughtonians’ hockey club.  

unfortunately, the OB team was a 
little short in numbers this year, as 
the late start to term meant that a 
number of regular team members 
had already returned to university.  
however, we were delighted to 
welcome back four recent leavers 
as well as OBs who left a little 
longer ago and the age of the team 
ranged from 18 to 47!  

as usual, the game was played in 
very good spirit and whilst the 
school raced to a 3-0 lead at half-
time, having made their set pieces 
count, the score line wasn’t truly 
reflective of probably the best 
OB performance in this fixture to 
date.  indeed, the second half was 

much closer, (once the OBs got 
to grips with the new rule change 
that means that long corners are 
no longer long) and was in fact a 
draw, thanks to a Meena Kansagra 
rebound from a sue Mouat strike, 
cancelling out the school’s second 
half-goal.   the game finished 4-1 
and with a number of pupils in 
their final year of school, the OBs 

have already got their eye on the 
trophy for next year.  Both teams 
enjoyed teas and a catch up in the  
clubhouse afterwards.  thanks to 
danni Jewell and richard hay for 
umpiring and Jo fryer-Green for 
coaching the school team. 

Gemma Wicks (OB 1991-1998) 
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the crOftOn sinGers 
we are delighted that four Old 
Bancroftians, who have not sung 
since leaving the school, are now 
looking forward to singing in our 
christmas concert at 7.30 p.m. on 
saturday 12th december at st. 
Mary’s church, south woodford, 
e18 2Pa.

all are from the class of 2010, and 
all are former Bancroft’s singers. 
singing soprano are sarah 
davis (who went on to warwick 
university and is now a trainee 
chartered accountant) and emily 
walker (who went on to leeds 
university and is now working 
for watkins Gray international 
architectural company). singing 
alto are rachel Pennicott (who 
went on to hull university and 
is now working for associated 
British Ports) and saranja 
sivachelvam (who went on to 
Oxford university and is now 
working for Merrill lynch).

it has been an equal pleasure to 
welcome Karen Gibbon, wife of 
former Bancroft’s english teacher 
lindsay Gibbon. Karen is enjoying 
singing soprano with us and says 
that she “last sang in a choral group 
over 35 years ago and is having fun 
wiping off the vocal cobwebs.”

we have also been very pleased to 
hear from former crofton singers 
roger walmsley (OB 1951-1957) 
and George Moon (OB 1958-1965),  
both of whom have amazing 
memories of singing with the choir.

ladies’ niGht
On 18 september, around thirty 
female Old Bancroftians came 
back to the school for the first 
OBa ladies’ night. held in 
the new courtyard building 
and hosted by OBa President, 
amanda campbell and the head, 
Mary ireland, guests enjoyed 
Prosecco and canapes whilst 
catching up with and meeting 
other OBs from a wide range of 
year groups.   

Guests were also treated to an 
excellent and amusing talk from 
OB fiona Mountford (OB 
1986-1993), theatre critic at the 
evening standard, who spoke 
brilliantly about her experiences 
both at school and after Bancroft’s.

 

we have received some excellent 
feedback from the evening and so 
we will look to repeat this event 
next year. 

Gemma Wicks (OB 1991-1998) 
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Prefer email? 
if you would prefer to receive the 
OBa newsletter by email, please 
contact susan day at:
susan.day@bancrofts.org or 
why not update all details via our 
survey 
https://ww.surveymonkey.
com/r/obaupdate2015

OBA Facebook Page
the OBa facebook page now 
has more than 400 members. 
Join at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
obabancrofts 
to receive the latest news and 
events. 

OBA Contacts
General email: oba@bancrofts.org

chairman - steve dodd
chairman@ bancroftians.net

OBa administrator - susan day
susan.day@bancrofts.org
0208 506 5714

newsletter editor - Gemma wicks
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org
0208 506 5711

OBs’ day 2015

The OBs take the lead against the School!

Floreat Bancroftia!

The 65 Years on Group

President Amanda Campbell delivers her speech

The 60 Years on Group

Founders’ Fizz


