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T his year is a milestone for the OBA 
as it has its first female President, 

Amanda Campbell, who is also an OB; 
one of the first female pupils at the School 
when it became fully co-educational. 

It is really refreshing for us as an 
association as we have led where 
others follow. The OBA now has 
more than 4000 active members 
who we are in contact with, and we 
hope that you are all enjoying our 
communications via the e-news, 
printed newsletter, Facebook page 
and group and Twitter. We also hope 
that you can enjoy one or more of the 
social activities scheduled this year; 
OBs’ Day, the OBA Annual Dinner 
and Foundation Business Breakfasts 
among others. 

This milestone year does however 
present new challenges for us as 

our membership has changed and 
diversified greatly over time. I 
wanted to take this opportunity to 
highlight that approximately 45% 
of our members have left the school 
since 1980! Half of that group are 
women who now represent 25% of 
our total membership. Unfortunately 
this mix is not reflected in the 
membership of our committees. We 
need individuals to come forward 
and take an active part in the 
association in their 20’s, 30’s and 40’s 
to reflect our wider membership. It 
is your association so please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you would 
like to be more involved. 

It is my privilege to be your 
Chairman as we continue to grow 
the association, I wish Amanda a 
successful year as President and trust 
you also enjoy this newsletter. 

“Floreat Bancroftia”.

Stephen Dodd  
(OB 1972-79) 
OBA Chairman

From the Chairman

28 June 2015

OBs’ Day

Bancroft’s School 

 

3 October 2015

Northern Dinner

Llyndir Hall Hotel and Spa

 

23 October 2015

OBA Annual Dinner

Bancroft’s School

Dates for your diary
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meeT THe PreSIDenT – 
AmAnDA CAmPBeLL

5 AnD 10 yeAr reunIOn 

I joined Bancroft’s at a time when it 
was still regarded as a boys’ school 
with girls only in sixth form and the 
fi rst 11+ entry who arrived in 1977.  I 
was part of School House although I 
travelled to school with most of east 
House on the 179 bus from Ilford. 
I was keen to take an active part in 
school life and performed in House 
drama and school drama productions. 
I joined the OBDS (Old Bancroftians 
Dramatic Society) post school days. 
I was a member of the School Choir 
and was pleased to become one of 
the fi rst girls to sing with Bancroft 
Singers. As a keen sportswoman I 
represented the School at netball and 
rounders.

Over the years my ties with Bancroft’s 
have remained strong. I have served 
on the General Committee and was 
OB Secretary for six years. I have 

attended many OB dinners and am 
pleased to say that over the years the 
number of female OBs and young 
members has steadily increased, 
which proves we are  still keen to 
maintain our links with school and 
with one another.

After leaving school I went into 
banking and fi nance until I decided 
this was not the career path I wanted 
to pursue so I went into primary 
school teaching. I am currently Head 
of Avon House Prep School not a 
million miles from Bancroft’s and 
many of you may well recall the little 
people from up the road that used to 
arrive to swim in the Bancroft’s pool-
and still do. 

I have remained a local girl living in 
Woodford Green having married an 
Old Bancroftian Kevin Campbell 

(1974-81).We married in the school 
chapel where we were joined by many 
school friends and The Bancroft 
Singers. We have two children Sarah 
(2006-08) and Christopher.

I am delighted to be President this 
year, only the second female to have 
been given this honour after Anne 
Taylor. The day after the AGm I 
had the pleasure of attending the 
bi-annual School CCF inspection and 
was impressed to see such a cohesive 
unit of young Bancroftians interacting 
so well together, keen to talk to 
invited guests with such passion and 
enthusiasm.

This year I want to carry on as 
previous Presidents have done 
promoting what our association 
can do to keep the 4,000+ members 
in touch with each other and with 
the School but I also would like to 
encourage younger OBs, particularly 
the girls, to become more involved in 
the Association.

On Friday 8 may more than 80 OBs from the classes 
of 2004 and 2009 revisited the School for their 5 and 10 
year reunions.

The event took place in the Dining room and the new 
Courtyard Building where OBs heard from both our 
new OBA President Amanda Campbell and the Head 
who encouraged them to stay in touch with the School 
and get involved with the OBA.

This was followed by food and drinks and gave everyone 
the opportunity to catch up with their contemporaries 
and former and current teaching staff.  A great time was 
had by all!

Amanda pictured here at the Past Presidents Dinner in April, alongside other Past 
Presidents, the Head, Mary Ireland, and OBA Chairman Steve Dodd.
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OBA News
On 22 February 2015, Natasha 
Faccini (OB 1990-2001) welcomed 
her second daughter into the 
world when Cecily Rose was born 
weighing 6lb 11oz. Natasha, her 
husband Marc, and very proud big 
sister Emilia Grace are all delighted 
with their new arrival.
Matt Giles (OB 1976-1983) is now 
working in Lagos, Nigeria. Still 
a commercial pilot after 27 years 
of flying and now working as a 
captain for Arik Air - ‘The Wings 
of Nigeria’. Life in West Africa is 
most challenging but interesting; 
he says that Malaria isn’t too 
much fun though he is now fully 
recovered.  He would be interested 
to get in touch with any other OBs 
living or working in Nigeria. 
Dr Daniel Kirk (OB 1985-1992) 
has just accepted a position as 
Director of the School of Learning 
and Teaching, Pacific University 
in Oregon. He will also hold a 
tenured faculty rank of Associate 
Professor.
After completing her LLM Master 
in Law at The University of 
Chicago Law School, Antoinette-
Rita Okoiye (OB 2007-2009) 
is now working at a boutique 
commercial litigation and 
arbitration law firm, Schiffer Odom 

Hicks & Johnson PLLC (SOHJ 
Law), based in Houston, Texas, 
USA.

On 26 April, Emma Pluck (OB 
1999-2006) ran the London 
Marathon - 26.2 miles at 26! She 
completed it in 4 hours 9 minutes 
and raised £2,000 for Cancer 
Research UK. An incredible 
experience (the worst part was 
trying to walk down stairs the 
next day) and she would definitely 
recommend it!
Alexis Strum’s (OB 1988-1995) 
debut play, ‘Always The Bride’, will 
be running at the New Wimbledon 
Studio Theatre from 24th-27th 
June.  The one-act play is best 
described as ‘Homeland’ meets 
‘Loose Women’ and was specially 
selected as part of the Fresh Ideas 
initiative and features a fantastic 
cast of actor/comedians, directed 
by the acclaimed Victor Correia.  
Alexis has decided to donate 

all profits from ticket sales to 
Samaritans, Waltham Forest and 
tickets can be purchased at: http://
www.atgtickets.com/shows/always-
the-bride/new-wimbledon-studio/
Tom Woodcock (OB 1966-1973) 
has retired from the National 
Health Service after 39 years, the 
last 28 as Consultant to University 
Hospital Southampton. Tom 
created Britain’s first Intensive 
Care Medicine Higher Professional 
Training Program, and is now an 
independent consultant on fluid 
physiology, medical law and ethics, 
and patient safety. He lives and fly 
fishes in rural Hampshire.

OBs’ Day 2015

Programme:

11.00	 Founders Fizz and Coffee in the Quad

11.30	M emorial Tree (Placing of plaque in recognition 
of WW1 Centenary commemorations) 

11.45	 Chapel Service

12.20	 Wreath Laying

12.30	 5 aside mini football tournament

13.00	 Lunch (by ticket only) and bars open

14.00	 Swimming and badminton courts open

14.30	 Twenty/20 cricket – Netball – Tours of the 
school

15.00	J azz in the Quad 

15.00	 BBQ

15.30	 Children’s Entertainer

16.00	 Afternoon Tea

18.00	 Bars close

OBs’ Day will be held on Sunday 28 June this year at 
the School.  It’s a great day for all OBs and their families 
with lots of activities going on throughout the day so 
do come along and join in, and catch up with old school 
friends and meet other Old Bancroftians.

It is not necessary to book for the day, but if you would 

like to come to the formal lunch at the School you will 
need to reserve your space by contacting Susan Day 
at susan.day@bancrofts.org 0208 506 5714.  If you are 
interested in playing netball please contact Sue Mouat 
at suemouat@aol.com and for cricket please contact Sav 
Ganandran at sav.ganandran@marsh.com.

Harriet Bartlett (OB 2001-12) 
was recently elected president of 
the Gonville and Caius College 
(Cambridge University) Students 
Union.
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School Careers Evening
The School would like to thank 
the eighty Old Bancroftians who 
supported the School’s first Careers 
Evening on the 5 March. 

The evening was a great success 
and pupils from the U4 to the U6 
found the advice and information 
provided by OBs both valuable and 
informative. Thank you!

If you are interested in offering 
careers advice to current pupils, 
please contact Gemma Wicks at 
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org

Crofton Singers
This Chamber Choir was founded 
in 1947 in response to the wish of 
pupils leaving Bancroft’s School 
and Loughton High School for 
Girls to continue their singing. 
It continues to meet in the 
Music Room at Bancroft’s every 
Thursday at 8.00pm, as they have 
been doing for 67 years.  We sing 
mainly unaccompanied music of 
many genres and periods with the 
guidance of a professional musical 
director.
Many Old Bancroftians have 
sung with this choir, which is also 
popular with current and former 
school parents.

Potential singers of any voice 
are always welcome and more 
information is available on our 
website: www.croftonsingers.org.
uk, or by ringing Chris Mear on 
07811 369 063.
On Saturday 20 June 2015 the 
choir is presenting a concert of 
music with an American theme. It 
will include ‘Dancing in the Wind’ 
by Raymond Warren who himself 
was the first conductor of the choir 
whilst a student at Bancroft’s in 
1947, and who will be attending 
this performance. The concert 
will be in the Prep School Hall at 
7.30pm.

It will be repeated in support of 
a sponsored walk of the Grand 
Canyon in aid of Cancer Research 
UK the following Saturday 27 
June at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity 
Church, High Street, Rayleigh, 
SS6 8BB.
Rohini Rajendram (OB 1991-2002)

Bancroft’s Business Breakfast
On 27 February, more than sixty-
five Old Bancroftians, current 
parents, friends of the School 
and their guests attended the 
more recent Bancroft’s Business 
Breakfast, which was held at 
Drapers’ Hall. The guest speaker 
was Professor Graham Zellick 
CBE QC, who gave a fascinating 
talk about his experiences serving 
on the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission and the Investigatory 
Powers Tribunal, which was 
described recently by The 
Guardian newspaper as ‘the most 
secretive court in the country’.
 

An interesting Q&A session 
was followed by a networking 
breakfast, after which guests were 
treated to a tour of Drapers’ Hall 
by the Archivist, Penny Fussell. 
The event also gave guests an 
excellent opportunity to meet and 
network with other professionals 
in the Bancroftian community. 

The venue was kindly sponsored 
by the Drapers’ Company and so 
after costs, all other ticket monies 
were directed to the Bancroft’s 
Foundation, which supports 
means-tested scholarships at 
the School to enable children to 
attend, regardless of their financial 
background. 
If you would like to suggest a 
theme, venue, or speaker for 
future Business Breakfast events, 
or to find out more about the 
Bancroft’s Foundation, please 
contact Gemma Wicks at gemma.
wicks@bancrofts.org. 
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Obituaries and Notices
Brian Burns sadly passed away on 
3 May 2015. A full obituary will be 
published in the next newsletter.

J.M. Hart and G.F. Hart 
Sadly, my cousins, brothers Michael 
and Graham passed away within 18 
months of each other in 2012 and 
2013.  Sons of my father’s sister 
Rosalynde and Edgar Stanley Hart, 
affectionately known as Jammie 
(no record as to the source of the 
nickname).  Jammie was awarded 
the MC for gallantry in WW1 and 
attended Bancroft’s with my father, 
W.A.J. Barnett. 

Michael boarded at the School from 
1939-1945 and Graham was also a 
boarder from 1941-1947.  Both boys 
relished the opportunity to rugby 
at School and on leaving Bancroft’s 
J.M. played for University Vandals, 
followed later by G.F. 

Having been moved by Beecham 
Products Ltd to Newcastle, 
J.M. impressed as scrum half 
for Northern Rugby Club.  His 
career required him to move back 
to Woking and he joined Rosslyn 
Park where he continued to play 
scrum half.  Having broken his 
nose twice he decided to become a 
London Society referee where life 
on the rugby field would certainly 
be less accident prone; to maintain 
his fitness he played hockey 
occasionally and having retired, 
found time to be a regular spectator 
at Twickenham. 

Graham, not so enthusiastic where 
sport was concerned, had at School 
his own slice of notoriety, albeit 
nefarious, having been culpable for 
an event which became known as 

‘Bomb Sunday’.  Let us lift the lid 
on his crime!  

Walking in the forest one Sunday 
afternoon with pals, he picked up a 
small unexploded incendiary bomb 
and returned gleefully to the junior 
dayroom at School with his prize. 
Of course, Graham and IT were 
admired by all boarders present 
and being cajoled by the more 
persuasive, he was urged to drop 
IT on the dayroom floor.  No dud 
this! On hearing the explosion D.L. 
Houston, his august housemaster 
strode in, cane in hand, face like a 
thundercloud, facially florid and in 
a raging temper.  Within seconds 
DLH dutifully applied six on target 
thwacks to Graham with his cane 
for all of School House to see.  I’m 
confident that those of us who 
suffered the doctrinaire Houston 
whilst a boarder can picture the 
scene; clearly evident the created 
scorchmark could still be seen on 
the dayroom floor even in 1955, the 
year I entered the School. 

J.M. and G.F. pursued successful 
careers as accountants with GSK 
and Unilever respectively.  I always 
look forward to their visits to me at 
School, soaking up their humour 
and sense of fun. 

I am often in touch with JM’s wife 
Joan and offspring Helena Anthony 
and Karina and GF’s wife Kathleen 
and their Clive and Deborah.  At 
those family gatherings we always 
chew the fat and savour the 
opportunity to air family memories 
with ample liquid refreshment and 
fine fare.  
Foster Barnett (OB 1955-1962)

Brian Hamilton (OB 1940-1947)
Despite only living in Seven Kings, 
Brian went to Bancroft’s as a 
boarder in September 1940, exactly 
a year after war started, following 

his brother, Parke, who commenced 
there three years earlier. 

He enjoyed the experience of the 
war years at the School and often 
later recounted the bond it made 
between day boys and boarders 
by having to go down the shelters 
situated below the ground behind 
the Great Hall, often very quickly 
and then having to study there for 
long periods. 

After leaving School, he decided, 
like his brother before him, to 
study building and surveying, so he 
continued with further education 
and qualified as a chartered 
surveyor. 

He then did his national service as 
a Commissions Officer in the Royal 
Engineers, attaining the rank of 
Captain and actually completed 
three years of service before leaving 
to take up his career choice as a 
quantity surveyor. 

He commenced employment in the 
mid-1950s with a local Buckhurst 
Hill company W&C French, later 
to become French Kier, and worked 
for them until 1986, when he 
was approached by another local 
building company, the Higgins 
Group, to become their surveying 
Director, a position he accepted and 
held until he retired in 1994. 

Brian loved the city of London and 
its traditions, and was very proud 
to be elected a Freeman; he also 
joined the Walbrook Ward Club 
and was a very active member of the 
Worshipful Company of Glovers.  
He also enjoyed cricket and rugby, 
he was a member of the MCC and 
loved nothing better on match days 
than being at Lord’s in the Bowlers 
Bar with other OBs such as John 
Draper and John Smith, putting 
the world in general to rights, and 
cricket and rugby in particular, 
especially where the present 
England team was concerned!

Brian never married, but to use his 
own words had three or four ‘near 
misses’, including the daughter of 

Dad visiting his sons Graham and 
Mike at School and asking them 
if they want poached eggs on toast 
and a cuppa at the Pantry Café in 
Woodford Green.
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the Commanding Officer whilst 
in the Army, who he complained 
never gave back the ring after 
they decided to break off their 
engagement. 

He lived the last forty years on the 
Monkhams estate, very near to the 
School so was always at OBs’ Day 
and other School events right up 
until last year when he started to 
have some ill health. 

He finally died at Whipps Cross 
Hospital on 6 January 2015, 
following a fall at home and his 
funeral on 23 January was attended 
by a number of Old Bancroftians 
as well as the Head, Mary Ireland, 
former Deputy Head, Jeremy 
Bromfield and Susan Day, who was 
representing the OBA.  
F.R Wolstenholme (OB 1940-1947)

Peter Netherclift (OB 1936-1943) 
died on 7 March 2015. 

Pippa Noble (OB 1990-1997) sadly 
passed away on the 28th March at 
the age of just 36. 

Her parents Barbara and Ted Noble 
and their family would like to thank 

everyone for their fantastic support 
following Pippa’s untimely death. 
They have been overwhelmed by 
many lovely letters, cards, messages, 
tributes to Pippa and generous 
donations to Beat (the leading 
UK charity for people with eating 
disorders and their families) from 
OBs and staff.  If you would like to 
visit Pippa’s memorial page please 
go to: 
http://pippa.noble.muchloved.com

There are so many positive aspects 
of Pippa’s all-too-short life, 
despite the difficulties she faced 
from her anorexia, and it is these 
achievements and relationships that 
she shall be remembered by.

Barry Edward Nunn OBE (OB 
1952-59), Group Captain RAF, 
died on 20 March 2015, aged 73. 
He was the cherished husband of 
Lynda, father of Kate, Richard and 
Becky, step-father of Adrian, and 
grandfather. 

Following the announcement of 
the death of Ian Spurgeon (1940-
1947) in the last edition, here is 
some additional information about 

Ian’s time at School. ‘Ian’s last 
year as a Boarding Monitor saw 
him working conscientiously in a 
team of reformers.  Perhaps the 
group’s most notable achievement 
was to refuse to use the cane and 
they also did not have ‘fags’.  They 
were a notable group in that they 
all seemed to be well-liked by those 
junior to them. Ian shone amongst 
this group as Captain of cricket for 
part of 1946 and the whole of 1947.  
He was much liked by the rest of 
the team.  An elegant, free-scoring 
batsman and a superb fielder, he 
encouraged younger talent, among 
whom Rendall and Carvell were 
notable.  He had a fine sense of 
humour and also read very widely.  
He was most interested in World 
War One poets and novelists of 
the inter-war years.  As Senior 
Librarian I remember well the 
long list of such novels that he 
recommended for the Library and 
his disappointments that the budget 
could not produce them all.’ 
Dennis Collinson (OB 1940-1947)   

Oxford Dinner
This year’s OBA Oxford Dinner 
took place on the 7 March at St 
Hilda’s College. Despite the poor 
weather, twenty-eight OBs and 
current members of Bancroft’s staff 
made the journey to the spires of 
Oxford and enjoyed a wonderful 
evening. The guests spanned several 
generations of Bancroft’s students, 
with one guest having attended 
St Hilda’s in 1954 when it was a 
college for girls only.  

The OBs were greeted with a 
champagne reception before making 
their way into the Vernon Harcourt 
room for dinner.  A sumptuous 
three course meal was served and 
generous amounts of wine flowed 
adding to the jovial atmosphere. 
Speeches began and Gordon 
Brown, OBA President, spoke of 
the efforts of the OBA, particularly 

discovering and honouring Old 
Bancroftians who had fallen during 
military service. Mary Ireland 
followed, updating the OBs on the 
success of the School, impressing 
with news of victories on the sports 
field over two other well-known 
local schools!

To continue the ‘spirit’ of the 
evening, a large group headed to a 
local haunt where a large selection 
of ales, lagers and the odd Guinness 
were consumed. The OBs debated 
a wide variety of engaging topics 
before discussing their common 
ground in Jeremy Bromfield who it 
seems was discussed at the previous 
dinner and I believe many more 
before that.

St Hilda’s College, situated by the 
river, provided a lovely setting for 

the dinner and I would like to thank 
everyone for making the effort to 
attend. A large thank you also to 
Susan Day, the OB Administrator, 
for the numerous emails sent 
organising the event and helping to 
make the evening such a success.   

Finally, I would like to advise 
that all members of the OBA are 
invited and welcomed at both the 
Oxford and Cambridge dinners. 
These events provide a great 
opportunity to meet old friends, 
make new acquaintances and 
visit beautiful colleges in historic 
towns. I therefore would like to 
encourage you all take some ‘time 
out’ and hope to see you at the OBA 
Cambridge Dinner 2016!  

Daniel Willoughby (OB 2000-2011)
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An Education with Mr Francombe 
- Edward (Eddie) Broadbridge (1955-63)

I arrived at Bancroft’s in September 
1955. A year later four ‘Remove’ 
boy sopranos (aged 12) were chosen 
by Mr Francombe to rehearse the 
word ‘Papa’ over and over again. 
On 22 December 1956 we arrived at 
Kingsway Hall, Holborn to record 
Act III of Richard Strauss’s Der 
Rosenkavalier, with Herbert von 
Karajan conducting. At Karajan’s 
urging we more or less shouted 
‘Papa, Papa, Papa!” On its release 
the recording was widely praised, 
and even today Gramophone 
ends its review of all the available 
recordings with: “Karajan emerges 
as the top choice”.  Modest Mr 
Francombe was proud of our 
minimal contribution.

In July 1957 he chose me to sing the 
woman’s soprano solo in the cantata, 
The Young Man of Devizes.  At the 
dress rehearsal he cast me in one 
of his wife’s evening-dresses and 
gave me a brown paper-bag with 
the words, “You’ll be needing this”. 
Inside was a well-stuffed bra – and 
I’m only just an embarrassed 13 
year old. After the performance my 
Mum was proud to be asked which 
school the soprano came from – 
Loughton or Woodford?! But my 
friend Paddy Shervington stuck the 
knife in: “Girls don’t sit with their 
legs apart, Eddie.” 

In the Lower Fourth the genial Mr 
Francombe became my teacher. I 
remember his classroom vividly: 
the mini-grand piano for music 
rehearsals, the windows 
behind him looking out 
onto the playing-fields, 
the rough-shod desks, 
and the five pupils 
beavering away at 
Ancient Greek. Later 
as my English teacher 
he once assigned us an 
essay on the 1942 poem 
‘The Burning of the 
Leaves’ by Laurence 
Binyon. After I had torn 
it to critical shreds. Mr 
Francombe called me 

up to his desk, and the conversation 
went something like this:

DF: The leaves, Broadbridge, the 
burning of the leaves?

EB: It’s not of interest as a subject, 
sir.

DF: But they could be figurative 
leaves.

EB: (non-plussed) Sorry sir, what 
does ‘figurative’ mean?

DF: It means they might symbolise 
something else.

EB: ‘symbolise’, sir? Like…?

DF: It could be a poem about 
preparing for destruction in 
wartime.

EB: Er. Yes sir, I see.

This was not the only occasion on 
which Mr Francombe took me 
down a peg or two. I was once 
cast as a non-speaking shepherd 
in Christopher Fry’s A Boy with 
a Cart, and at one rehearsal I 
decided to add some character to 
this role by ‘smoking’ some straw 
and scratching my buttocks – the 
way coarse shepherds do. Swift was 
the director’s comment: “Stop that, 
Broadbridge! You’re not the star 
of this show!” Oh, how I blushed! 
Another lesson learned at the kind 
but firm hand of Mr Francombe.

As our drama director he kept 
abreast of new plays, so in 1963 the 
school play was Ionesco’s absurd 
comedy The Rhinoceros (1959), 

in which all the inhabitants of a 
French village except one turn into 
rhinoceri (i.e. become conformists 
to the new ideology).  As the chief 
rhinoceros I was directed at the 
climax to pull out a drawer from 
a large sideboard with drinking-
glasses and carafes on top. In the 
packed school hall on Vis Day the 
drawer stuck and down came the 
whole caboodle spreading broken 
glass across the stage. I staggered 
off to great applause and a visit to 
Forest Hospital for stitches to my 
bleeding chin. Mr Francombe was 
most concerned but admitted that 
my coarse acting had been very 
effective. 

The Combined Choir of Bancroft’s 
boys and Loughton High School 
girls rehearsed in our school chapel 
on Monday evenings with Mr 
Francombe conducting. He it was 
who introduced us to Palestrina 
and Purcell, to Byrd’s 5-part mass, 
even to Benjamin Britten. Every 
May we gave a concert at St 
Bartholomew’s Church in Smithfield 
and at Christmas we performed 
at St Martin-in-the-Fields. Mr 
Francombe also took the choir to 
St. George’s at Hyde Park Corner 
and St. Margaret’s in Epping to sing 
Christmas carols round the wards. 

When I became a teacher myself, 
my model, I gradually came to 
realise, was Mr Francombe. He was 
a man of learning, a poet in his own 
right, a shaker and mover, always a 

gentleman, and a true 
lover of teaching. I can 
see him now sauntering 
over the quad to the 
staff room, trailing 
clouds of smoke and 
glory from the much-
loved pipe. When my 
wife and I visited him in 
his retirement, he was 
as inspirational as ever – 
but I could never bring 
myself to call him other 
than ‘Mr Francombe’.
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I shall be 82 in April, and two 
and a half years ago thought that 
it was time I did something else, 
mainly as I am beginning to have 
breathing troubles. So in August 
2012, I decided to take flying 
lessons. I thought that having 
flown radio controlled model 
aircraft for some 25 years would 
help – and indeed it did!

The first club plane was a 1967 
Jodel 65 HP 2 seater, a D 112, 
what they call a taildragger. The 
club soon changed to a 3 seater 

Jodel DR 1053, also taildragger, 
and 18 months later I received my 
French Brevet de Base - only in 
use in France, and they stopped 
that licence from April 2014. With 
that licence one can fly solo, but no 
more than a radius of 30 km, and 
with no passengers. 

A while later, I switched to a 3 
axis Microlight - ULM here - and 
received that licence a year ago, so 
I can fly ULM’s anywhere in the 
world and carry a passenger. So 
far, I’ve done over 500 take-offs 

and landings, with no damage – 
yet!  Age is no barrier - have fun - 
and do as I did, keep the old brain 
a-working!

David Coombs (from S.W. France)

Another OB high flyer 
- David Coombs (OB 1943-1949)

Prefer email? 
If you would prefer to receive the 
OBA Newsletter by email, please 
contact Susan Day at: 
susan.day@bancrofts.org or 
why not update all details via our 
survey  
https://ww.surveymonkey.
com/r/obaupdate2015

OBA Facebook Page
The OBA Facebook page now 
has more than 400 members. 
Join at:  
www.facebook.com/groups/
obabancrofts  
to receive the latest news and 
events. 

On Sunday 31 May the President 
accompanied by Kevin Campbell, 
Merfyn and Margaret Jones, 
Martin and Janice Sumner, Jeremy 
Bromfield, Gordon Brown, Ed 
Sautter, Mike Burke and Duncan 
Abbot attended Evensong at St 
George’s Memorial Chapel, Ypres. 
At the end of the service, the 
Chaplain, Rev Brian Llewellyn 
dedicated the Bancroft’s memorial 
plaque which has joined other 
memorial plaques in the chapel 

to commemorate the fallen on the 
Western Front in the Great War. 
During the dedication the President 
read the first verse of Binyon poem, 
They shall grow not old....

After the ceremony the party 
moved to the Menin Gate where 
ten wreaths were laid in memory 
of the ten Bancroftians  who are 
commemorated there. Then, as 
part of  the formal daily ceremony 
at the Menin Gate, the President, 
accompanied by Gordon Brown and 

Jeremy Bromfield laid a wreath on 
behalf of the School and the Old 
Bancroftians’ Association.

During an extended visit to the 
Western Front, as part of the OBA’s 
commitment to visit the grave of 
every Bancroftian who gave their 
life in the Great War,  Jeremy 
Bromfield, Ed Sautter, Mike Burke 
and Duncan Abbot visited the 
graves of a further 25 Bancroftians 
and laid wreaths at each.

OBA Contacts
General email: oba@bancrofts.org

Chairman - Steve Dodd 
chairman@ bancroftians.net

OBA Administrator - Susan Day 
susan.day@bancrofts.org 
0208 506 5714

Newsletter Editor - Gemma Wicks 
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org 
0208 506 5711


