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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

I

have pleasure reporting that your
OBA is in good health with a record
membership. Our increasing use of social
media and keeping up our traditional
methods of communication with the
website and newsletters has enabled
us to keep you informed about what
we are doing. There has been excellent
attendance at both OBA and Foundation
events, including the 5 and 10 Years on
Reunion, Business Breakfasts, the OBA
Annual Dinner, regional dinners, and
of course OBs’ Day. Without the OBA
Ofﬁce and our group of OB volunteers,
this success would not have been possible,
so please join me in thanking them all for
their efforts.
I would also like to highlight
the work during the last year by
Gordon Brown our President, OB
Simon Coxall and the OBA WWI
Centenary Interest Group, who have
been very active in commemorating
the WW1 centenary. This whole
process has been very moving
and thought-provoking and has
encouraged us to remember the debt
we have to those who gave their lives
for our country. We now have online
a full history of our WW1 fallen
thanks to the research of Simon
Coxall. The proﬁles of these many
young men that lost their lives can,
at times, make harrowing reading;
they were so young. Nevertheless
those tangible reminders remain with
the newly cleaned War Memorial

in the Quad and through the
Essex Regiment Memorial at the
National Arboretum, which we have
supported. This newsletter also pays
tribute to them in a special four-page
centre spread.
As we look forward, we must
not forget those OB friends and
colleagues who have passed away
in the last year, and our thoughts
remain with their families.
I certainly hope that you will
continue to read our printed and
electronic newsletters, visit the
website, and attend OBA events,
alongside joining our Facebook
Group, which all help us retain
those close links with each other
and the School which mark us as
Bancroftians. Let’s not forget our
OB football, hockey and netball
teams who are always looking for
new players and supporters.
We also plan to reach even more
OBs in the coming year through
our events and communications so
please be sure to keep your details
updated by sending your updated
details to Susan Day (susan.day@
bancrofts.org). Remember the
OBA is a resource we can all use to
keep in touch with others, support
career development and maintain
contact with the School and the
Bancroft’s Foundation. I look
forward to seeing many of you at
an OBA event this coming year and
especially at the OBA Dinner 2015.

“Floreat
Bancroftia”.
Stephen Dodd
(OB 1972-79)
OBA Chairman

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
27 February 2015
Bancroft’s Business Breakfast
Drapers’ Hall
7 March 2015
Oxford Dinner
St Hilda’s College Oxford
8 May 2015
5 and 10 Years’ On
Bancroft’s School
16 March 2015
OBA AGM
Draper’s Hall
9 June 2015
L6 Interview Day
Bancroft’s School
28 June 2015
OBs’ Day
Bancroft’s School
3 October 2015
Northern Dinner
Llyndir Hall Hotel and Spa

MAKING A DIFFERENCE –
TERENCE LOVELL (OB 1992-1999)
Since leaving Bancroft’s, Terence
Lovell has gone on to forge a career in
the Third Sector, currently working
at Save the Children as Deputy
Director, with a focus on innovation
and community engagement. He
shares some of his experiences since
leaving Bancroft’s, including his role
in Save the Children’s Christmas
Jumper Day campaign.
Following my time at Bancroft’s,
I went on to study Modern
Languages at the University of
Durham (Hild Bede College),
which included spending a fantastic
year abroad, in Germany, Spain and
France. It was whilst undertaking
voluntary work on the outskirts
of Berlin with young people that
I realised my desire to work in a
sector that can make a signiﬁcant
difference for those less fortunate.
The injustices and inequalities of
a world where our life chances
are signiﬁcantly impacted simply
owing to where we are born, are
something which I feel immensely
passionate about. Save the
Children works in 120 countries
around the world, and right here
in the UK to make a difference for
those children most in need.
Since graduating, I went on to forge a
career in the voluntary sector, cutting
my cloth at Barnardo’s, in an array

of roles across Retail, Marketing and
Fundraising, before making the move
to Save the Children in 2011, where
I am currently Deputy Director of
New Ventures and Communities
within the Marketing, Fundraising
and Communications division, leading
a team of 35. Through developing
new funding sources, I am now
leading the strategic planning team
to raise in excess of £8m through
engaging networks of more than
5,000 volunteers and also supporters
across the UK to support our cause.
My role enables me to draw on my
marketing, innovation, corporate
liaison and relationship building skills
to make a difference and, for those that
remember my love of public speaking,
enables me to further apply these skills
addressing a varied array of audiences
from philanthropists to local volunteers
and the odd journalist!
A particular highlight of our portfolio
is the creation of Save the Children’s
Christmas Jumper Day, which
launched in 2012. Since its inception,
it has grown to being a £3.5 million
campaign, enabling Save the Children
to help even more children.
It was on Friday 12 December 2014
that Save the Childen’s Christmas
Jumper Day, in its third year, took
to the media in force. I had the
privilege of being the spokesperson
at the ofﬁcial launch at Number 10

Terence being interviewed on Channel 5
as part of the media frenzy around
Christmas Jumper Day
Downing Street in the morning,
undertaking media interviews for
Press Association, CNN, Sky News,
Channel 5 and an array of TV and
radio stations, including Brazilian
TV! The day passed swiftly as cars
picked me up and took me from
studio to studio, and exciting news
was being sent through that the
campaign was trending globally on
twitter and so was Save the Children.
With an array of celebrity support,
over 2,000 pieces of news coverage
and signiﬁcant income growth,
(enabled through partnerships) we
were able to take the campaign to a
new level and ensure that the woolly
revolution took hold and we have
huge ambitions for the future.
There is no doubt that my conﬁdence
and ability to have delivered such
signiﬁcant change was as a result of my
formative years and the opportunities
that were afforded to me at Bancroft’s.
To ﬁnd out more about
Save the Children, visit
www.savethechildren.org.uk

OLD BANCROFTIANS’ ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This year’s OBA AGM will be held
at Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton
Street, London at 6.15pm on
Monday 17 March 2015.
Refreshments will be served from
5.45pm and after the AGM, we
will be adjourning to the Phoenix
Pub on Throgmorton Street. The
ﬁrst drink will be on the OBA!
Terence visiting Save the Children’s
Educational Programmes in Uganda
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Please go to www.bancroftians.net
for the agenda.

OBA Contact Details
General Email Address
oba@bancrofts.org
Chairman - Steve Dodd
chairman@bancroftians.net
07977 229 501
OBA Administrator – Susan Day
susan.day@bancrofts.org
0208 506 5714
Newsletter Editor – Gemma Wicks
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org
0208 506 5711

OBA NEWS
David Battrick (OB 1987-1994) has
been collated as the Archdeacon of
Maitland in the Anglican Diocese
of Newcastle, New South Wales,
Australia. He continues in his
role as Rector (Parish Priest) of
East Maitland, and as a Cathedral
Canon of Christ Church Cathedral
in Newcastle.
Professor Andrew Coates (OB 19681975) will be leading the PanCam
team for the ExoMars 2018 rover.
He is Co-Director (solar system)
and Head of Planetary Science
at MSSL and space mission
involvements include Cassini, where
he leads the electron spectrometer
team, Venus Express, Mars Express
and Giotto.
Professor John Dewey (OB 19481955) has been elected to the
Australian Academy of Science and
the Royal Irish Academy.
Old Bancroftians Miles (19942001) and Meera (OB 1994-2001)
(nee Kansagra) Gabriel became the
proud parents of a baby girl on the
4 October. She is called Aryana
Jaya and weighed six pounds and
one ounce.
Hong Kong Solicitor and OB Will
Giles (OB 1973-1980) and coauthor Daniel Ivery have recently
released a new book, “Haircuts and
League Cups: The Rise and Fall of
Carson Yeung”. The book focuses
on Hong Kong hairdresser, gambler
and share trader Carson Yeung who
became President of Birmingham

City; his rise to glory and his fall
from grace and the effects on the
club and on football in general.
Covering in detail from his humble
beginnings as a hairdresser in
Causeway Bay through his gambling
in Macau and his business dealings
in Hong Kong and China, this book
is packed with the full inside story.
The book received a 4-star review
from the South China Morning Post
and can be purchased here: www.
haircutsandleaguecups.co.uk
Talia Hull (OB 1987-1994)
has been appointed Director of
Communications at the Royal
College of Music. Talia is also a
former Head of Communications
for BBC Radio 3 & Classical Music
TV and spent a number of years
managing the public proﬁle of
Warner Classics’ four international
record labels.
The OBA has another high ﬂying
member as following Ronald
Broadway’s article detailing his
gliding adventures at 83, Hugh
Kindell (OB 1948-1955) has notiﬁed
us that he too is a keen glider pilot
at 77 years of age and has been an
active member of the same club
(Lasham Gliding Society) for the
last 30 years. He and Ronald have
since met up to discuss their ﬂying
activities as well as reminiscing
about their times at Bancroft’s.
Dr Daniel Kirk (OB 1985-1992) has
been appointed Associate Professor
and Chair of Teacher Education in
Abu Dhabi. He is currently living
there with his wife and two daughters.
In November, OB Eric Lloyd
(1934-1940) was awarded the
Russian Ushakov Medal in
Edinburgh, aged 91, as a WW2
Arctic Convoy veteran.

A review of OB Stephen Pearl’s
(1945-1952) translation of
Goncharov’s classic novel, Oblomov
appeared in the Times Literary
Supplement on the 5 September 2014.
Well done to Neal Raja (OB 20032014) who completed his time at
Bancroft’s this summer and has
been recognised as having achieved
a mark for the ifs University College
Certiﬁcate in Financial Studies
(CeFS) which was in the top 1%
of all 7000 students taking the
qualiﬁcation across the country.
Graeme Smith (OB 1987-1989)
is continuing to serve as a City of
London Councilman following
election in 2013. Having previously
worked for S.G.Warburg, Schroders
and Newton, Graeme is now a
Managing Director at BNY Mellon,
where he has worked since 2005 in
Information Risk Management.
Double Olivier Award-winning
actress Samatha Spiro (OB 19821985) will be starring alongside
Tamzin Outhwaite and Jenna Russell
in the West End in Amelia Bullmore’s
new play Di, Viv and Rose. The play
opens at the Vaudeville Theatre on
29 January 2015, following previews
from 22 January and is booking to 23
May 2015.
Old Bancroftians Mike Tisi (19861993) and Marni Cochrane (19911998) were married this summer.
Old classmates Tim Sisson (OB
1952 - 59), who now lives in
SW France, and Robin Sjoberg
(OB 1952-59), who lives near
Dartmouth, got together for a few
days in October and, among other
things, went for a sail together. A
love of sailing was something they
shared whilst at School when many
happy days were spent on The East
Coast on the Sisson family’s boats.
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Dr Geoffrey Vitale (formerly
Geoffrey Edwards) (OB 19441951) released a new publication
through Lexington Books in July
2014 entitled: “Anthropology of
Childhood and Youth: International
and Historical Perspectives”.
Dr Michael Ward (OB 19581964) recently received Honorary
Membership of the Association
of Anaesthetists of Great Britain
and Ireland, and the President’s
Commendation of the Royal College
of Anaesthetists.
OB Roger Windsor MBE’s (OB 19501958) book, ‘More Sherlock Holmes
than James Herriot: The Veterinary
Detectives’ was released in January
to great acclaim. Roger’s stories of life

as, ﬁrst, a naive student at vet school,
then as a junior vet in general practice,
and ﬁnally as a senior member of
the Veterinary Investigation Service
running a laboratory in Africa,
certainly give James Herriot a run
for his money. His vignettes of animal
woe and human frailty have enduring
appeal, and the story of setting up
such a valuable service in Botswana,
and helping to build that country s
agricultural and forensic veterinary
resources, is truly fascinating. With
his particular talent for veterinary
detective work and more general eye
for a character sketch and a tall tale,
Windsor keeps even the most animalaverse readers turning the pages of this
hilarious and touching autobiography.

OB ON MISSION OF MERCY
SHIPS TO MADAGASCAR
At the start of 2015, Lydia
Longstaff (OB 1995-2004) will be
going to Madagascar to volunteer
with the charity Mercy Ships
on board their hospital ship The
Africa Mercy – the world’s largest
non-governmental hospital ship!
Mercy Ships is a Christian charity,
providing life-changing surgeries
on board the
hospital ship, free
of charge, for
those who would
otherwise not
be able to access
such care. The
World Health
Organisation
has reported that
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Madagascar has just 1.6 physicians
per 10,000 population, and 1 in 20
children die before the age of 5.
Lydia will be taking up the role of
Hospital Physician, living on board
the ship for four months, looking
after patients before and after their
surgeries. Like all of the staff on
the ship, she will be working on
an entirely voluntary basis and
funding her own travel costs and
‘crew fees’ (board and lodging on
the ship).
Since Mercy Ships’s creation in
1978, over 67,000 life-changing
operations have been performed,
including cataract removal,
orthopaedic procedures, and cleft
lip/palate repair. The charity also

works with communities, training
healthcare workers and setting up
development projects to ensure
that their input continues long
after its hospital ship has set sail to
her next location.
Lydia ﬁrst stepped onboard a
Mercy Ships’ vessel many years
ago when one of the charity’s
old ships was docked in London.
Already inspired to become a
doctor, she says she caught the
vision of Mercy Ships: a mobile,
functioning hospital, staffed
entirely by volunteers, being
taken right to where it is most
needed. After leaving Bancroft’s,
Lydia went to Medical School
in Newcastle and also achieved
a degree in International Health
from Leeds University. She has
previously volunteered in Rwanda,
a remote jungle hospital in Papua
New Guinea, and been involved
with HIV research in Ghana and
South Africa. For the past two
years she has been living and
working in Gateshead, working
in the NHS. On her return from
Madagascar she plans to continue
on to surgical specialty training.
To ﬁnd out more about the work
of Mercy Ships does, have a
look at the Mercy Ships website
www.mercyships.org.uk, or to
support Lydia please go to www.
justgiving.com/lydialongstaff.

UNTO GOD ONLY BE HONOUR AND
GLORY – REMEMBERING THOSE OLD
BANCROFTIANS WHO FOUGHT AND FELL
IN WORLD WAR I
2014 marked the commencement of the
Centenary of WWI and during the four
years of conﬂict, 167 Old Bancroftians,
pupils and masters, made the ultimate
sacriﬁce. OB Simon Coxall (19701977) embarked on a three year project
to record their stories and mark their
contributions. It is envisaged that this
detailed research study will be published
and here Simon introduces his work and
the stories of four brave Bancroftians that
served their country so well.
The assassination of the Archduke
Franz Ferdinand on the 28 June
1914 lit the spark that saw the
outbreak of the Great War 100
years ago.
Only a day earlier, 22 boys of
Bancroft’s school, themselves
not much different in age to the
young assassins of Sarajevo, were
themselves in a ‘deadly’ contest in
that season’s decisive house match
between the School’s boarding
house - ‘Evens’ and East House.
Four of these boys would be killed
in that war.
By Visitation Day 1914 some weeks
later, the local newspapers found

room to report both that event
and the invasion of Serbia by the
Austrian army in the same edition.
In the little more than four years
of ﬁghting that followed, more
than 834 former boys and masters
of the school would serve their
country. By the time the school
reassembled for the Michaelmas
term of 1914 hundreds of Bancroft’s
boys had already volunteered and
were ﬁghting.
Of the 834 that served - 167
would be killed - a ratio of one in
ﬁve of those who served. This is
an exceptional rate of losses not
exceeded by any section of society.
Testament alone to the courage and
self-sacriﬁce in public service of the
boys of that generation.
On the 28 May 1921 the future
King George VI unveiled the
School’s war memorial.
The boys, the cadet corps, parents
and loved ones of the fallen solemnly
and proudly stood on parade as the
last post was sounded.
In a moving silence the Head of
School read aloud the names of the

Boarding house 1909 in the headmaster’s garden - six of these boys were later killed
in the Great War

fallen - one by one.
The future king then addressed the
school. He reminded those present
of the debt which they owed to the
dead, who had died in their youth
so that future generations might live
and inherit a happier world, and
said that their deaths could only be
made worthwhile if those who lived
after them fulﬁlled their obligations
which their sacriﬁce inspired.
The memorial - refurbished in
this anniversary year- has stood
sentinel ever since - to this day - one
hundred years on. Generations of
staff and students at the school have
passed the names on the oak panels
of the memorial boards - each of
us no doubt ﬁlled with our daily
travails. The names are imagined
perhaps as those of powerful grown
men, fearless, and an age away from
our own. But we are mistaken for
they were young people just like
pupils are today. They had their
loves and their losses, their worries
and their fears, their hopes and
dreams. In turn adventurous and
scared, determined and terriﬁed,
they each took a path requiring of
them great courage in hellish times.
This three year project has sought to
unravel the stories of the boys – the
real and good people whose initials
and names are so inscribed.
Here are just four of them:
Sydney Stranger Chaplin
Herbert Charles Williams
Cecil Wykeham Lydall
Paul Rudolph Smith
Following these boys and telling
their stories has been a humbling
and moving experience. Certainly
standing in the quad, as I have
done from time to time in recent
years, one of the things that strikes
me as not having changed, or at
least very little, is the ground on
which our boys trod as boys. They
would have known it as we do - so
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little has changed. It is the ground
we trod also in our youths and it
is the ground which present day
Bancroftians tread still.
Their hopes, their dreams, their
worries, their studies are not so
different from what ours are, have
been or are likely to be.
As a child, at odd times back then,
I would spend some time looking at
the names on the memorial panels.

Stark names and initials alone carved in wood for posterity.
I did not know their names that
were called out that bright spring
day of 1921. But now I do. For
me now at least they are people
- inspiring people, brave people,
people who were taken away before
their time for a cause they believed
to be right.

I hope others might feel that way
too. For to achieve that perhaps is
remembrance.
As the boys would themselves have
advocated back then, fervent fans of
Shakespeare’s Henry V, - ‘This story
shall the good man teach his son;’.
OB Simon Coxall (1970-1977)

CECIL WYKEHAM LYDALL
Cecil arrived on the teaching staff of
Bancroft’s in September 1898 at the
age of 25 years and took lodgings
locally for some time with Mrs
Hurrell at 11 Whitehall Road.
He had been awarded at exhibition
at Worcester College, Oxford and
at Bancroft’s he was from the outset
very popular with the boys.
He was a sportsman through and
through and involved himself in
every aspect of school life. In those
days particularly, when playing
club as opposed to other school
sides, the masters would frequently
be amongst the eleven selected to
represent the school. Turning the
pages of the Bancroftian for the
period, his name appears regularly
taking the ﬁeld in school football
and cricket elevens.
Cecil was, throughout his time at
Bancroft’s, a major character and
robust supporter of the school. He
was elevated House master of the
boarding house by the time he left in
1905 to take up a post as a minister
in Battersea. It was not long after
this, however, that Cecil determined
a life aﬂoat as a chaplain in HM
Royal Navy.
The years that followed saw him
serving as ship’s chaplain on a
number of the Navy’s ﬁnest warships
and in 1912 came Cecil’s move to
the prestigious position of Chaplain
of HMS Lion, the Battlecruiser and
ﬂagship of the Royal Navy’s ﬁrst
battle cruiser squadron.
The year 1914 was to prove an
eventful one for HMS Lion and its
6
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crew. In June she visited Russia and
Cecil with all the ship’s crew would
have experienced the spectacle and
the entertainment of the Tsar and
his family on board. On a more
personal note Cecil became engaged
to be married.
The days of peace were dwindling
away and within a matter of weeks,
war was declared and HMS Lion
and Cecil would go to Scapa Flow,
the war station.
HMS Lion as the ﬂagship of the
battlecruisers represented very
much the rapid strike force of the
Royal Navy. Accordingly with war
declared, she was among the ﬁrst
of the capital ships to see action
and undertook several successful
engagements, but damage sustained
at Dogger Bank was enough to
disable HMS Lion, which was
towed back to port and underwent
two months of repairs.
HMS Lion’s next major outing came
in May 1916. Cecil was on leave
and his wedding had been set for
the 5 June. Then he was recalled to
duty as code-breaking had seen the
battlecruisers made ready to leave
port for the Jutland area of the
North Sea.
The aim was to spring a trap on
the main German battle ﬂeet. The
battlecruisers engaged the German
ﬂeet on the afternoon of the 31 May.
Pretty soon, however, they found
they were being drawn into a battle
with German warships that far
outweighed them in number
and ﬁrepower.

By the time Rear-Admiral Beatty
turned his battlecruisers about later
that afternoon, accurate gunnery
had sunk two of his force of six
battlecruisers each with the loss of
many hundreds of lives.
As well as those sunk, HMS Lion
had been hit at least three times.
The last of these had been a direct
hit on ‘Q’ turret at midships and it is
understood it was this explosion that
killed Cecil. He was buried at sea.
The battle had been a strategic
victory for the Royal Navy and their
domination of the North Sea. The
German ﬂeet never returned en
masse to the fray. The cost in lives
was 6,094 British sailors killed and a
further 2,551 German sailors.

HERBERT CHARLES WILLIAMS
Bert was at
Bancrofts between
1909 and 1913.
Within a year
of Bert leaving
School, war was
declared and he
was amongst
the ﬁrst to
enlist, joining the 12th Battalion
London Regiment, the Rangers in
September 1914.
Many of our boys -William Henry
Peppiatt, Lewis Frederick Bartlett,
Frederick Tom Underhill, Richard
Edward Chardin and Frederick Lionel
Nash enlisted in the London battalions
with Richard and Frederick. Some of
these were relatively senior boys from
Bert’s perspective, some had been at
school with him.
Following basic training, Bert arrived
in France on the 18th April 1915
aged 18, destined for the front around
Zonnebeke near Ypres. It was at the
farthest limit of the allied lines.

By then William Henry Peppiatt
and Frederick Tom Underhill were
dead. Within the month Lewis
Frederick Bartlett, Richard Edward
Chardin and Frederick Lionel Nash
would be dead also.
Bert was wounded on his ﬁrst
tour at the front and we cannot be
sure but it was very likely during
these days in April and May that
he received his wounds. Most of
his battalion were now casualties
and thereafter what was left of the
battalion was withdrawn from front
line service for several months.
‘The Bancroftian’ noted that Bert
had been ‘invalided home for shock
caused by shell ﬁre.’
Whether Bert ever truly recovered we
shall never know but by the summer
of 1916 he was back on the Western
front. The battle of the Somme was
in preparation and the Rangers were
destined to play a leading role with
other London battalions in the assault
upon Gommecourt. Here alongside

Bert were the next
generation of OBs
to go to France.
Despite their
losees at Gommecourt and later in
the Somme campaign the battalion,
once more replenished with new
recruits, would lose more in the
ﬁghting for Leuze Wood and
Combles further to the south and it
was in amongst these battles that I
suspect Bert received his second set
of wounds.
Bert returned to his battalion a
third time in April 1917 when the
battalion was engaged in the battle
for Arras. It was here that Bert was
hit for the third time.
Bert was eventually evacuated
to England and was admitted to
Guildford Military Hospital where
he never recovered from his wounds.
He died on the 14th May 1917,
just 20 years old and is today
buried in London Road Cemetery,
Brentwood, Essex.

SYDNEY STRANGER CHAPLIN
Sydney Stranger
Chaplin (OB 19051914) was born in
Leytonstone, the son of
Baptist Minister William
Knight and Mary Jane
Stranger Chaplin
Sydney was a talented sportsman,
excelling at football and cricket and
a ﬁerce campaigner in the School’s
debating society.
He was a deep-thinker with the
ideals of youth, throwing himself
into the debates of the day, leading
debates in favour of ‘General
Disarmament’ and presenting a
paper on the virtues of Socialism.
Sydney ended his school career winning
a special prize for his performance in the
English Examination and with a future
that involved his studying for an InterArts degree.
That week, the school broke up
and the following Tuesday war was

declared by Britain on Germany.
Sydney abandoned his degree studies
and enlisted in the Artist’s Riﬂes on
the 4 May 1915, a conscious choice,
attracting as it did many boys of the
public schools and universities.
On 18 November 1915, Sydney was
appointed Second Lieutenant in the
2/5th Battalion of the Manchester
Regiment. Deployed to France,
Sydney’s battalion would be engaged in
the third battle of Ypres (Passchendale).
It is easy to imagine how the idealism
of youth lost its shine in the mud as
the action at Ypres was enough to
dishearten the staunchest of warriors.
In the winter of 1917-18 Sydney and
his battalion remained in the salient
only being removed to the village
of Villaret a few miles north of St
Quentin in February 1918.
It was not to be a respite, as the
German Army reinforced, by
Divisions sent from the resolved

Russian front, outnumbered the
Allied armies.
On 21 March the artillery barrage
clearly audible in the reserve
trenches signalled the onslaught.
Instead of the traditional line attack,
the attacking troops operated in
small self-sufﬁcient storm parties.
They inﬁltrated the allied lines.
Years later the records show 8,210
British and Commonwealth soldiers
died that day, including Sydney. His
body was never recovered.
Along with a number of his School
fellows and those besides who suffered
the same fate, Sydney is commemorated
on the Pozieres Memorial.
As a boy and young man, in those last
few years before Europe descended
into war, Sidney had struggled in
debate to persuade others that: “War
was barbarous and useless”.
A visit to his memorial perhaps cannot
fail but underline his argument.
OLD BANCROFTIAN NEWSLETTER
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PAUL RUDOLPH SMITH
Paul was the
eldest son of
a large family
with ten siblings.
Paul went to
Bancroft’s
between 1913 and
1914 after which
he commenced
an engineering
career at the
Associated
Equipment Company’s works in
Walthamstow. When his old school
recommenced in the Michaelmas
term of September of 1914 the
country was at war and Paul was just
about to turn 17 years old.
Researching Paul’s life for the
purposes of this account has proven
less than straightforward. We know
that on the 1st November 1914 Paul
was in the Finsbury Barracks of the
13th Riﬂe Brigade and it was here
he signed up for service at the front.
The tale of under-age soldiers at the
front is a complex one and amongst
our OBs there are several who
enlisted under-age.
Paul is one of those number and
was posted to Winchester barracks
for training in the ﬁrst week of
December 1914.
His attestation papers give his age as
19 years exactly. Ofﬁcially a recruit
could not see service overseas until
they were nineteen and doubtless
Paul was aware of that fact.
Today we cannot be sure as to what
occurred to unravel Paul’s plans to get
to the front with the 13th battalion.
On the 19 February 1915, while with
the battalion at High Wycombe Paul
was discharged from the battalion
under Kings Regulations regulation
No. 392 (iii)(c).
The ofﬁcial wording of this
regulation is that the subject of it is
-“discharged, not likely to become
an efﬁcient soldier.” The charge that
accompanied it was one of being:
‘absent on parade’, while the timing

8
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of this alleged offence is given as
between 8.30am and 8.30am on the
8th February 1915.
At the same time the papers give his
military character as being - ‘Good’
and his punishment being one of
admonishment alone.
All the indications are that Paul’s
true age had been discovered and
he was accordingly dismissed from
the service. The record left on
his ﬁle was not such as to bar his
future enlistment and the comments
made have the appearances of an
administrative exercise so as not
to leave any blot on the young
volunteer’s record.
It was the 19 February 1915 and
ostensibly Percy was back at
home. However, we can be sure
of this as his serial number 1658
denotes his second enlistment in
his next battalion - this time the 5th
Battalion of the London Regiment
‘The Riﬂes’.
Here he completed his training
and then is known to have entered
France as a fully-ﬂedged Riﬂeman
and on active service on the 15
October 1915.
To add a further twist to the
mystery, we know that on his
second enlistment the army records
showed the name Percy Randolph
as opposed to Paul Rudolph Smith.
Paul had clearly falsiﬁed his name in
his burning desire to do his bit.
By October 1915 the battalion was
now at the far northern extremity
of what were to become the 1916
battleﬁelds of the Somme. Here
they faced the German lines built
in and around the remnants of the
woodland surrounding Gommecourt.
Everyone expected a major
offensive but unknown to the rank
and ﬁle Gommecourt was to be
a diversionary attack. Diversion
or no diversion, the war seemed
real enough to the soldiers of
the London battalions around
Hebuterne. The ruse was working

and extra artillery was moved by
the German army to defend the
anticipated attack on Gommecourt.
The task was one of extending
the allied trench system out into
no man’s land preparatory to the
planned assault. In late May, parties
from the Royal Engineers and the
London battalions sought by night
to probe out into no man’s land.
Many ruses were used to minimise
disclosure of their activity. These
included the night-time riding of
carts ﬁlled with empty biscuit boxes
and stones to drown the sound of
the digging!
It was here in the preparations for
the assault on Gommecourt that
Paul was killed on the 23 May 1916.
He was killed outright by a shell
burst which also injured three
companions. Paul who had worked
very hard to overcome the age
barrier and see active service was a
few months short of his nineteenth
birthday. The army buried him as
‘Percy’ in the Hebuterne Military
Cemetry, close to where he fell. His
medals included the much sought
after sign of the veteran.
The author is greatly indebted to
the family of Paul Rudolph Smith
for much of the detail related in this
account of their uncle Paul.
The negotiation of Paul’s journey
as one may imagine has been a
puzzling and fascinating one. To
this day the authorities charged
with the meticulous care of the war
graves of the fallen, recognise Paul
Rudolph by his ‘nom de guerre’
Percy Randolph. 100 years later this
project has sought to correct this
record. On his gravestone he is of
course plain P R Smith - a heroic
young man by any name.
It has been a pleasure to share
with Paul’s family this unfolding
of his story.

GREY MATTERS
Ifeyinwa Frederick’s (OB 20082010) mental health project
began when she decided to put
on a theatre production to cut
through the silence surrounding
mental health issues at Cambridge
University. The brand-new
production which she devised with
a fellow student was based on
interviews she had conducted with
people with mental illnesses. The
immersive, multi-room experience
sold out every night and even
encouraged some audience members
to address their own mental health
problems. The success of the
theatre production combined with
Ifeyinwa’s commitment to the belief
that a “mental illness is nothing to
be ashamed of, neither is talking
about it” moved her to start Grey
Matters, the blog, to continue

sharing people’s experiences of
mental illness.
With one in four people
experiencing a mental health
problem in any given year, she
wants to show people that they are
far from alone. The blog features a
combination of poetry, short stories,
interviews and creative non-ﬁction
pieces, all of which come from
someone who either has or has had
a mental illness or is the loved one
of someone who has experienced a
mental health problem.
Since launching in October 2014
the blog has been read in over 60
countries, but Ifeyinwa hopes to
expand the blog’s reach in 2015. For
this, she is looking for more people
who are willing to be interviewed
about their experience and more

IT’S A SMALL OB WORLD
AFTER ALL…
A chance enquiry led to this lunch meeting in Tunbridge Wells earlier
this year between OB Don (1956-1962) & his wife Penny Baines, David
Garﬁeld (OB 1956-1961) and Richard Lawless (OB 1964-1968) & his
partner Pat Fitzsimons.
Pat was CEO of London Community Resource Network (LCRN) where
David maintains a WebSite on a part-time voluntary basis. Prompted
by a remark from Pat about residing in NE London, David casually
asked the question: “Do you know where your partner went to School?”
Subsequently, Pat conﬁrmed that Richard Lawless was, indeed, an OB!
Following an exchange of e-mail reminiscences, the get-together
eventually was arranged.
L-R are Don Baines, Penny Baines, David Garﬁeld, Pat Fitzsimons and
Richard Lawless.

writers. She is also looking for
someone with a social media
background to join the team. If you
are interested in getting involved in
either capacity please email info@
greymattersonline.co.uk with “OB”
as the subject heading.
Blog link:
www.greymattersonline.co.uk

OBA L6
INTERVIEW
DAY
The Annual OBA L6 Interview
Day will be held on the 9 June
2015 at the School. If you
would like to volunteer to join
the OB team who conduct mock
interviews with the L6, please
contact Peter Joarder
(OB 1980-1987) at
peter@joarder.co.uk.

GET INVOLVED
If you would like to get more
involved with the OBA by helping
to organise events, assist in email
and print communications, play
in one of the sports teams, or join
one of the OBA committees, please
contact Gemma Wicks at
gemma.wicks@bancrofts.org.
Your support will be very much
appreciated.
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OBA ANNUAL DINNER 2014
The OBA Annual Dinner was held on the 17 October 2014, with more than 120 Old Bancroftians coming back to
the School for dinner and drinks. The pre-dinner drinks were held in the School’s new courtyard building followed
by an excellent dinner in the Dining Room.
A wide range of year groups were represented, with OBs ranging from those who attended the School in the 1940s
to the 2010s. A great evening was had by all.

OB STARRING IN UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE
Old Bancroftian Daniel MorganThomas (2005-2012) has been
appearing as a member of the Durham
University Team that progressed to the
Quarter Finals of the current series of
BBC’s University Challenge.
Durham easily won their ﬁrst round
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match against Brasenose College,
Oxford (250-35) and won their
second round match against York
University 210 – 160 to take them
through to the quarter ﬁnals, where
they were beaten by Gonville and
Caius College, Cambridge, with the

score 95 to 275.
Daniel is in his third year reading
History and Classics at St Aidan’s
College and said: “I was extremely
proud to be selected to represent
Durham and thrilled to make it to
the televised stage.”

OBITUARIES AND NOTICES

Benjamin Emile de St. Paer-Gotch
(OB 1933-1939) passed away on the
9 September 2014.

I was saddened to read recently of
the death of Stan Rendall (OB 19421949). This may seem odd since I
never met him, but I have heard
much about him and I seem to have
followed him for a large part of my
life. Amongst other things he was a
rugby player, holding a place in the
School 1st. XV in the 1948 season
and then in the OBFC 1st. XV.
Indeed he was the full back in the
unbeaten season of 1955-56.

Brian Hamilton (OB 1940-1947)
sadly passed away in hospital on
6th January following a fall, aged
eighty four. The funeral was held on
23 January at the City of London
Crematorium. An obituary will
follow in the next newsletter.

I started at Bancroft’s immediately
after he had left and became boarder
no. 5; I often wonder if it was also
Stan’s number when he was a pupil.
While I was learning to play rugby, he
was playing for the OBFC, being part
of the unbeaten team of 1955 -56.

Parke Thomas Peyton Hamilton
(OB 1937-1944) died peacefully
at home on the 26 May 2014,
surrounded by family.

I eventually became full back in
the School 1st XV before necessity
moved me into the centre. At the
end of that unbeaten OBFC season,
Stan Rendall moved abroad to
work, to Brazil I believe. I then left
School and the following season, on
the recommendation of Alun Owens
and Ifor Jenkins, I went into the
OBFC at full back in place of Stan.
As at School, I later moved into the
centre. At the Club I often heard
stories of Stan’s abilities and of him

Harold Owen Dickinson (OB 19301936) passed away last May at the
age of 94 years. His sons Andrew
(OB 1972-1979) and Robert
Dickinson (OB 1964 -1970) also
attended Bancroft’s.
John Dodds (OB 1943-1950) died on
the 4 December 2014.

Brian Levy (OB 1960-1966) passed
away in August 2014.
Peter Marshall (OB 1958-1963)
passed away in December 2014.
Dr Roger CS Moss (OB 1976-1978)
died on the 6 of September 2014 after
living with cancer for several years.

directing other players to make
tackles and to prevent opposition
attacks from reaching him.
I wish I had managed to meet him.
By John Hasselgren (1949-1956)
Frederick James Russell Shadbolt
(OB 1934-1939) died suddenly from
a heart attack on 7 January. He was
to be 92 on 29 March. In later years
he was not able to participate in OB
activities, but he always followed the
Newsletters with great interest.
Ian Spurgeon (OB 1940-1947)
died on the 4 June 2014. Ian was
very fond of the School and the
grounding it gave him.
John Williams (OB 1941-1948) died
aged 84 at the Greenwich & Bexley
Community Hospice after a very
long illness. Although John was
not an active OB he always enjoyed
receiving “The Old Bancroftian”
and catching up on the comings and
goings of the school.
Ann Youd, wife of Brian Youd (OB
1946-1952), sister of John Dalton
(OB 1946-1953) and mother of
Katie Youd and OBs Robert (19751982) and Simon (1980 1987)
passed away in February.

OBA NORTHERN DINNER 2014
The evening of the 4 October saw
a good group of Old Bancroftians
and their partners attending a
very splendid and enjoyable OBA
Northern Dinner at Rossett Hall,
near Wrexham. Some 35 guests
were expected to be seated for
the dinner but unfortunately due
to ill health 2 members, Mr Peter
Chappell and Dr Peter Scott were
unable to attend at the last minute.
Attendees heard from the OBA
President, Gordon Brown and then
the Head, Mrs Mary Ireland, gave a
short overview of the School and it
continues to perform at the highest
level in all areas.

freely and the chatter continued
well after the dinner had ﬁnished.
The cosy bar heard many stories
of how Bancroft’s School was in
the past and the history that brings
it to the success it is today. The
discussions included those highly
intelligent children in the past who
gained access to the school through
passing their 11+ and school
entrance exam and those that ‘were
less successful’ in their 11+ but
passed the school entrance exam,
probably like me, with the help of
a very intelligent Headmaster that
was sure one of his pupils would
enter Bancroft’s School.

The dinner was extremely well
presented and the food was enjoyed
by everyone; the wine ﬂowed

I would like to thank all those
members of the OBA and their
guests along with our invited

guests for taking the time to attend,
it is very much appreciated by
the people who take the time to
organise the dinner especially when
we get such a great turnout of very
happy people.
We all look forward to 2015 when
the Northern Dinner will be on
Saturday 3 October, which will
this year be at Llyndir Hall Hotel
and Spa (just down the road from
Rossett Hall).
Graham Perch (OB 1969-1974)
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OB V SCHOOL 2ND ANNUAL HOCKEY
MATCH
The OB v School hockey match
took place on Friday 19 September
at Old Loughtonians’ Hockey Club.
It was a very warm and stormy
evening, with great excitement in
the air for the OB team with the
news that we had new shirts and
actually had substitutes this year!
Jo Fryer-Green ﬁelded a very
strong and well-drilled 1st XI
School team, including their two
England players Chloe Joarder and
Moni Johal, but the OBs started
well, with a number of the more
netball-orientated of the OBs soon
remembering that they could also
play hockey! The OBs began to gel
as a team - despite the fact they had
never played together before!
Excellent defending from Chloe,
Sophie, Sarah and Jess and Lorna

(who made two brilliant goal-line
saves) kept the School at bay for
much of the match, with Keeley
(who was given the job of marking
the two England players!!) and
Annabel, Ellie and Lara battling

it out in midﬁeld. Zayna, Sue,
Meena and Kris showed some silky
skills upfront but eventually fewer
numbers (and older legs) took
their toll in the second half and the
School ﬁnally triumphed 3-0 after
an excellent game of hockey.
We have great hopes for next year
though; we did think about some
actual training beforehand, but thought
that was a bit excessive, although we
did decide to at least warm up before
the game next time! Teas and drinks
followed the match and it was great to
catch up with OBs from a wide range
of year groups. Hope to see even more
of you playing next year!
Gemma Wicks (OB 1991-1998)

Photos courtesy of Peter Joarder

SEND IN YOUR NEWS

OBA FACEBOOK PAGE

We always love to hear what our OB community has been up
to, so please do send us your latest news to
oba@bancrofts.org and we will include it in a forthcoming
edition of the OBA Newsletter or email newsletter.

The OBA Facebook page now has more than 300
members – sign up at

You can also update your details and news by visiting our
online survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/obaupdate2015

Prefer email?
If you would prefer to receive the OBA Newsletter by email,
please contact Susan Day at susan.day@bancrofts.org or
why not update all details via our survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/obaupdate2015
12
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www.facebook.com/groups/obabancrofts
to receive the latest news and events.

OBS’ DAY REUNION
GROUPS – 28 JUNE 2015
If you are interested in acting as a convenor and
organising a reunion, please contact Susan Day
OBA Administrator susan.day@bancrofts.org who
can provide administration support.

